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say today, "Here, brother, I would like

you to do so and so today," and tomor-

row he comes along and says, "I would

like you to stop that now; we have some-

thing else on hand; come with me, I will

put in my hands as well as you, for, al-

though you have selected me by your

own voice to take charge, I am no better

than you are, therefore I will take hold

with you and do all I can in connection

with you, and let us go at this business

today." Tomorrow there may be some-

thing else, and the next day something

else, perhaps, according to the judgment

of the Bishop and those who are ap-

pointed with him. In this way we could,

perhaps, more effectually carry out the

mind and will of God here in this desert

country, than we could if we tried to imi-

tate the pattern which was given to us in

another country.

We cannot work here as we could

in Jackson County, Mo. In that coun-

try we did not have to irrigate. We

could settle on a piece of rising ground

there, and the rains of heaven watered

it. We could settle in the valley, and

there were no ditches to be made. We

could settle in any part of the county,

or of the counties round about, and the

rains of heaven would descend and wa-

ter our land. And furthermore, there

was timber all around, groves of tim-

ber, and we could go out before break-

fast and get a load of wood, and in

the course of a few days split rails

enough to fence considerable of a patch

of ground. Here we have to labor un-

der other circumstances. Here we have

not timber so that every man can fence

his little farm or stewardship; we have

not strength enough. If we happen to

farm on some of these high grounds, it

is very difficult to dig canals and wa-

ter ditches to water our little steward-

ships. What shall we do, then? Join in

together, be of one heart and one mind,

and let there be a common stock fund, so

far as property is concerned, and so far

as our own individual labor is concerned.

Consequently, we need not think, be-

cause we may not be organized precisely

according to the law that was adapted to

Jackson County, that this counseling is

void of the Spirit of God. Do not let any

person begin to think this. You need to

cooperate together in your labors. This is

necessary in fencing a great many of our

farms. You need to cooperate in getting

out your water from your water ditches

to water your land, and you need to do it

in a great many other respects.

For instance, these mountains, which

rise so majestically on the east and on

the west, are full of rich minerals, this is

one of the richest countries in the world.

Will not some of the Latter-day Saints

eventually be required to act in the de-

partment of mining as well as in the de-

partment of agriculture? Yes. Can one

individual do as well as half a dozen, or

as well as a hundred, at mining? It may

require the experience of a vast amount

of labor in order to develop the resources

of these mountains, and in that case co-

operation will be absolutely necessary.

"But," says one, "the Gentiles have

already done that." But very little, I

will assure you. Here and there they

have opened a mine, but not one thou-

sandth nor one ten-thousandth of that

which exists and which will be devel-

oped hereafter. Now, in all these de-

partments the Latter-day Saints must

learn to be united, and I am glad to

see, I rejoice exceedingly to hear, that

the President has been moved upon, not

only before he left Salt Lake City to go

down South, but while he has been there,


