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daughter; if you love me, come and sit

down by my side." "Oh, I love you dearly,"

says the little girl, but she keeps tear-

ing up the cloth, or sticking pins and

needles into the flesh of the other chil-

dren. "Mamma, I love you most dearly."

"Well, then," says mamma, "you must

not afflict or give pain to your sister,

or your brother; you are naughty to do

so, and you must stop this mischief."

But the child continues her naughtiness,

still declaring that she loves her mother,

though she will not do one thing her

mother wishes her to do. Such a child

needs chastisement; if soft words will

not answer, severity must. Is not this a

fact? You have older children who pro-

fess to be very fond of you; they will

say: "Father, I think everything of you,"

and yet they will take a course that

is grievous, annoying and disagreeable,

and quite contrary to your feelings and

wishes. Will a father believe the pro-

fessions of such children? Not much, I

think. To use another comparison: Sup-

pose a young lady dearly loves a young

gentleman, who states to others that he

is equally as fond of her, and would be

very glad to express to her his feelings,

but he never calls to see her; now though

he may declare to others how much he

loves her, the young lady will say—"I

do not believe a word of it, for I know

that he would make it known to me, if

he did." He might declare until dooms-

day, that he loved her, but, unless he

told her so and proved it by his works,

she would say—"That is all folly, he does

not mean what he says." Neither will

you or I believe that anybody loves us

and wishes to promote our joy and com-

fort, so long as that person acts contrary

thereto; neither will Jesus. And unless

these Latter-day Saints stop now, and

go to work and prove by their acts that

they are the disciples of the Lord Jesus,

He will spew them out.

We have gone just as far as we can

be permitted to go in the road on which

we are now traveling. One man has his

eye on a gold mine, another is for a sil-

ver mine, another is for marketing his

flour or his wheat, another for selling his

cattle, another to raise cattle, another to

get a farm, or building here and there,

and trading and trafficking with each

other, just like Babylon, taking advan-

tage wherever we can, and all going just

as the rest of the world. Babylon is here,

and we are following in the footsteps of

the inhabitants of the earth, who are in

a perfect sea of confusion. Do you know

this? You ought to, for there are none

of you but what see it daily; it is a daily

spectacle before your eyes and mine, to

see the Latter-day Saints trying to take

advantage of their brethren. There are

Elders in this Church who would take

the widow's last cow, for five dollars, and

then kneel down and thank God for the

fine bargain they had made.

I have come to this conclusion, which

I have preached for years and years

and years, and Joseph preached it up

to the time of his death, that the peo-

ple must leave Babylon and confusion

behind them, and be the servants and

handmaidens of the Lord; they must

be His family. They have gathered

out from Babylon, and they must pre-

pare themselves to stand in holy places,

preparatory to the coming of the Son of

Man. I have been watching and wait-

ing, just as steadily, and as earnestly

and faithfully as ever a mother watched

over an infant child, to see when this

people would be ready to receive the

doctrine, or the first lessons or reve-

lations given when the Center Stake

of Zion was first located to consecrate


