
this people the richest people on the face of 
the earth. If we are the people of God, we 
are to be the richest people on the earth, 
and these riches are to be held in God, not 
in the devil. God tells us how we may ac-
complish this, as plainly and as surely as he 
told Joshua and the people of Israel how to 
cause the downfall of the walls of Jericho. 
They were to march around the walls once 
a day for seven days, then seven times in 
one day, and the last time they went round 
the walls they blew their horns with all 
their might, and down fell the walls of 
Jericho. We do not understand all about 
this, if we did, we should understand that 
it was as simple as any of the acts of the 
Lord: as simple as being baptized for the 
remission of sins. We want now to orga-
nize the people. Says one—“Don’t you 
want my money and my goods?” We want 
you to put them into the kingdom of God, 
into the vaults that are prepared, into the 
archives, the safe, the institution, to help to 
increase means for the kingdom of God on 
the earth. And what are we to have when 
we enter this order? What we need to eat, 
drink and wear, and strict obedience to the 
requirements of those whom the Lord sets 
to guide and direct; that our sisters, instead 
of teasing their husbands for a dollar, five 
dollars, twenty-five dollars, for a fine dress, 
bonnet, or artificials for themselves or their 
daughters, may go to work and learn how 
to make all these things for themselves, be-
ing organized into societies or classes for 
that purpose. And the brethren will be 
organized to do their farming, herding and 
raising cattle, sheep, fruit, grain and veg-
etables; and when they have raised these 
products, every particle be gathered into a  
storehouse or storehouses, and everyone  
have what is needed to sustain him. But

the people will stop going here, there, and 
yonder, and saying—“I am after the gold,” 
“I am after the silver,” or this, that and the 
other. They will stop this folly and non-
sense, for they have already impoverished 
themselves too much by taking so unwise 
a course. Looking at matters in a tempo-
ral point of view, and in the light of strict 
economy, I am ashamed to see the poverty 
that exists among the Latter-day Saints. 
They ought to be worth millions and mil-
lions, and millions on millions, where 
they are not worth a dollar. Should they 
spend their means in folly and nonsense? 
No, not a dollar of it, but put all into the 
general fund for the benefit of the king-
dom. Organize the brethren and sisters, 
and let each and every one have their du-
ties to perform. Where they are destitute 
of houses, and it is convenient, the most 
economical plan that can be adopted is 
to have buildings erected large enough to 
accommodate a number of families. For 
instance, we will say there are a hundred 
families in this place who have not houses 
fit to live in. We will erect a building large 
enough to accommodate them all comfort-
ably, with every convenience for cooking, 
washing, ironing, etc.; and then, instead 
of each one of a hundred women getting 
up in the morning to cook breakfast for fa-
ther and the large boys, that they may go 
to their labor, while the little children are 
crying and needing attention, breakfast for 
the whole can be prepared by five or ten 
women, with a man or two to help. Some 
may say—“This would be confusion.” Not 
at all, it would do away with it. Another 
one says—“It will be a great trial to my 
feelings, if I am obliged to go and break-
fast with all these men and women. I am  
faint and sick, and do not eat much, and I
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