
true, good, honorable, upright and hon-
est in every particular. That is the kind 
of thing we want, as honest men, and 
we want to get at things in that kind of a 
way; and if they will not bear investigation 
of that kind, I should have just the same 
opinion of them as I have about unsound 
religious matters, and I should not want 
anything to do with them. I do not want 
anything that cannot be sustained in the 
face of open day, and in the face of God, 
angels, men and devils.

It is asked—“Well, what is the Order?” 
We do not know exactly, we know it in 
part; it is just as Paul said in his day—“We 
see in part, and we prophesy in part” etc. 
But to begin with, unless some change does 
take place in relation to our temporal mat-
ters, our situation is anything but pleasant. 
The fact of the matter is, we are all of us on 
the highway to financial or temporal ruin. 
The world is going to the devil just as fast 
as it can go. Corruption, fraud, chicanery, 
deception, evil and iniquity of every kind 
prevail, so that you cannot trust a man in 
any place, you cannot rely upon his word, 
you cannot rely upon any instrument of 
writing that he gets up, and there is noth-
ing you can rely upon. Every day’s news 
brings accounts of defalcations, frauds, 
infamies, rottenness and corruptions of 
every kind, enough to sink a nation from 
the presence of God and all honorable be-
ings. And this is not only so in the United 
States, but other nations, in ours especially.

We, as a people, have come out from 
Babylon, but we have brought a great 
amount of these infernal principles with 
us, and we have been grabbing, grasping, 
pinching, squeezing, hauling, horning 
and hooking on every side, and it seems as 
though every man was for himself and the

devil for us all. That is about the position 
we are in today. We want a change in these 
things. We have come to Zion. What to 
do? Why to do the will of God, to accom-
plish his purposes, to save ourselves, our 
progenitors and our posterity, and we have 
come because the Spirit of God led us here 
through the instrumentality of the holy 
Priesthood of God. Jesus says—“My sheep 
hear my voice, and they know me and they 
will follow me; and a stranger they will not 
follow, because they know not the voice of 
a stranger.” We who have gathered here 
have been going in a curious, crooked kind 
of a way, but we have nevertheless started 
to build up the kingdom of God and to 
establish correct principles upon the earth 
and to help to redeem it. Can we accom-
plish this by continuing in the course we 
have hitherto pursued? No, verily, no. But 
I will tell you how I have always felt, both 
in Joseph’s day and since then, whenever 
the Lord has wrought upon the man who 
stands at the head of his people to intro-
duce anything for the welfare of his king-
dom, it is time to look out, and to carry 
out the counsels that are given; and yes-
terday, after I arrived here, and had seen 
President Young, and conversed with him, 
and then heard him and others speak on 
these principles, I said to him, “The old 
fiddle is in tune, the sacred fire is glowing 
and burning;” and I think so still. The old 
fiddle is in tune, the right feeling, spirit 
and influence are operating, and we all feel 
them.

A great deal has been said about the 
evils that exist, and we might talk for days 
about the necessity of something being 
introduced for the welfare and happiness  
of the Saints of God here in Zion. I sup-
pose, on a reasonable calculation, that there 
are ten thousand men out of employment
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