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It has been said that, a few evenings

ago, in the 20th Ward, I made use of the

expression that the cooperative stores

would be used up or spoiled; if I did use

such an expression, it must have been in

connection with others to qualify it. The

question was asked, "What are you going

to do with the cooperative stores?" "Why,

use them up," and some of the brethren

got the idea that the destruction of these

stores was intended, because, to many,

the idea of using a thing up, is to de-

stroy it; but this was not the meaning

I wished to convey. But I say swallow

them up, or circumscribe them or incor-

porate them, from time to time, in more

extensive cooperative plans. By way of

comparison, suppose a rope with seven

strands, and someone is suspicious of its

strength and we add a thousand strands,

to it, who then can suspect its strength?

Now, comparing our present mercantile

and stock-raising institutions, our fac-

tories and everything else we have in

cooperation, instead of weakening this

cord of seven strands, we throw around

it a thousand other strands, and weave

them in to strengthen it, is not the first

cord swallowed up? Yes, it is, in one

sense, used up, we cannot see anything,

of it; and so we shall make our additions

of thousands of strands to every coop-

erative institution we have established,

and, instead of having a few of the people

sustain this parent cooperative store, or

the ward store, we will have the support

of the whole people. That is the differ-

ence; can you understand it? How care-

ful we should be in the use of language,

to prevent, so far as possible the draw-

ing of false conclusions, and the going

abroad of erroneous impressions.

This is a comparison with regard

to our cooperative stores and every

cooperative institution we have; we ex-

pect that the whole people will support

them and give them their influence; that

the whole people will work for the whole,

and that all will be for the kingdom of

God on the earth. All that I have is in

that kingdom. I have nothing, only what

the Lord has put in my possession. It is

his; I am his, and all I ask is for him to

tell me what to do with my time, my tal-

ents and the means that he puts in my

possession. It is to be devoted to his king-

dom. Let every other man and woman do

the same, and all the surplus we make

is in one great amount for accomplish-

ing the purposes of the Lord. He says,

"I will make you the richest people on

the earth." Now, go to work, Latter-day

Saints, and make yourselves one, and all

needed blessings will follow.

I will now briefly notice a trait in the

Christian world in regard to their con-

tinually misrepresenting us, which they

most emphatically do. Wherever we go

they misrepresent us. They do not stop

to reason, or for the introduction of good

sound logic. They do not stop to know

their own minds, and to ask themselves

questions with regard to facts as they

exist, but are wholly uninfluenced by

their erroneous traditions. We Chris-

tians are divided and subdivided, but

we all believe that there are good peo-

ple among all the sects of the day. As

a "Mormon" or Latter-day Saint, I be-

lieve this just as much as any sectar-

ian believes it, but I do not believe it

as the sectarians believe it. We all be-

lieve that good people do live and have

lived among the Christian sects. Says

one, "My father was a good man; or, My

mother or my sister was a good woman,

my brother was a goodman, my neighbor

was a good person; they lived and died


