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believing in their several faiths; some

of them holy Catholics, who died shout-

ing and rejoicing that the time had come

for them to be released from this tene-

ment of clay. Others were good Protes-

tants, and they rejoiced and were exceed-

ing glad when the time came for them

to lie down and rest their weary bodies,

and they were happy." Now, I, speaking

as one of the Christian world, when a

man says to me, "Unless you are born

of the water and of the spirit you can-

not enter the kingdom of heaven," re-

ply, "My dear friend, my father and my

mother were just as good Christians as

ever lived on the face of the earth, and

they died as happy as they could be, and

their souls were full of glory. Tell me

that they have not gone to heaven! It is

all nonsense, it is folly; I do not believe

a word of it; you must be one of those

deceivers that the Savior taught should

come in the latter days." This erroneous

tradition is planted in the bosoms of the

Christian world, and from this they take

the liberty of saying that the doctrine

preached by the Latter-day Saints can-

not be true, for if it is their fathers and

mothers are not saved. Would you not

like to know the truth on this point, O

Christian world? Yes, yes, the honest

ones would; I cannot say so much for the

bread and butter Christians; but when

you meet an honest person, he says—"I

wish I knew the truth about this. Our

beloved brother and father in the Gospel,

the father of the Methodist Episcopal

Church, John Wesley, was he not a good

man? Tell me that he is not saved!"

The Christian world cannot endure such

an idea. "John Knox not saved! and

thousands of others not saved!" They

cannot endure the thought. I can

say to them of a truth, but it will need ex-

planation, there is not one of these men

who lived according to the light that he

received, and up to every blessing God

bestowed upon him, but what is hap-

pier today than he ever expected that he

could be. But the Christian world im-

bibe the idea that, if these good men,

who have died, have not gone into the

presence of the Father and the Son, and

are not in the kingdom of heaven, they

must be in the depths of hell. This is

folly in the extreme; but the Christians

do not know how to comprehend this,

how to understand the words of life. I

can say this for all good people, I do

not care where they lived and died, they

will be far happier hereafter than they

ever conceived of while here. Do you

think that the good Chinaman and Hin-

doo will be saved? Yes, as much as the

Methodist. But erroneous tradition pre-

vents the Christian world from seeing

and understanding this. They ought to

stop and reflect, and ask the question—

"Do we understand the Scriptures when

we read them?" I say that they do not, if

they did they would see that we have the

words of eternal life, and would receive

our teachings with joy. I have not time to

fully explain this, but I can say that this

erroneous tradition palliates, in a mea-

sure, the conduct and views of the Chris-

tian world when their prejudices arise

like towering mountains against these

poor Latter-day Saints.

We shall labor and go forward, as

long as we live, to redeem the world of

mankind. This is the labor the Sav-

ior has undertaken. The earth was

committed to him by the Father, who

said, "My Son, go and redeem the world

and all things upon it; pay this debt,

and your brethren, who believe on you

and who are one, as the Father and


