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their own dear selves. If you will permit

me I will quote an anecdote in illustra-

tion of this trait of character among the

human family. A man, in asking a bless-

ing upon his food, prayed, "O Lord, bless

me and my wife, my son John and his

wife, we four, and no more. Amen." If

we have generosity of feeling sufficient

to pray for blessings upon a fifth person,

or upon a whole family, neighborhood or

community, all the better.

We are not entering into any new sys-

tem, order or doctrine. There are num-

bers of organizations of a similar charac-

ter, as far as they go, in our own coun-

try and in other countries. Our object is

to labor for the benefit of the whole, to

retrench in our expenditures; to be pru-

dent and economical; to study well the

necessities of the community, and to pass

by its many useless wants; to study to

secure life, health, wealth, and union,

which is power and influence to any com-

munity; and I ask my brethren, while

addressing the people during this Con-

ference, to take up these items of every-

day life. It seems to be objectionable to

some, for the Latter-day Saints to en-

ter into a self-sustaining system, and the

probability of our doing so causes a great

deal of talk. If we were infidels, any

other sect of Christians, or neither Chris-

tians nor infidels, but mere worldlings,

seeking only to amass the wealth of this

world, nothing would be thought or said

against it. But for the Latter-day Saints

to make a move to the right or to the

left, to the front or to the rear, a sus-

picion arises directly in the minds of

the people. I will say to the inhabi-

tants of the whole earth, that the Latter-

day Saints are going to work to sustain

themselves, to do good to themselves, to

their neighbors and to the whole human

family; they are going to labor to estab-

lish peace and good order on the earth,

just as far and as fast as they can, and to

prepare them for a happier world than

this.

Talk about it, cry about it, deride it,

point the finger of scorn at it, we care

not, we are the servants and handmaids

of the Lord, and our business is to build

up his kingdom upon the earth, and let

all the world say what they please, it

matters not to us. It is for us to do our

duty.

Now let me present one little mat-

ter. Here are brethren from all parts of

the Territory, to represent the different

branches of the Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints. We find our brethren

in various parts of the Territory are in

possession of a little land; take a man,

for instance, who has got a five acre

lot. He wants his team, he must have

his horses, harness, wagon, plow, harrow

and farming utensils to cultivate that

five acres, just as though he was farm-

ing a hundred acres. And when harvest

comes; he is not accommodated by his

neighbors with a reaping machine, and

he says—"Another year, I will buy one,"

and this to harvest five acres of grain.

Take the article of wagons among this

people, we have five where we should

not have more than two; and the money

that is spent needlessly by our people for

wagons would make a small community

rich. Again, take mowing and reaping

machines, and we have probably twice

or three times as many in this Terri-

tory as the people need. They stand in

the sun and they dry up and spoil, and

this entails a heavy waste of property.

We may take also the article of harness

for horses. If this community would be

united, and work cattle instead of horses,


