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men, and to furnish them certain things,

and in a very little while there were

some ten or twelve hundred dollars sub-

scribed, without any grunting. There is

a feeling of sympathy in the hearts of

Latter-day Saints towards one another,

and for the upbuilding and advancement

of the kingdom of God. But yet some

of us are a little startled when we hear

about uniting our properties, &c. I am

amused sometimes to see the manifesta-

tion of feeling by some on this subject.

We have been praying a long while that

we might go back to Jackson County,

and build up the Center Stake of Zion;

that we might enter into the United Or-

der of God, and be one in both tempo-

ral and spiritual things, in fact in every-

thing; yet when it comes along it star-

tles us, we are confused and hardly know

what to think of it. This reminds me

of an anecdote, which I will relate to

you. Among the passengers on a steamer

crossing the Atlantic, was a very zealous

minister who was all the time preach-

ing to those on board about the glory

and happiness of heaven, and how happy

they would all be when they got there.

During the voyage a very heavy storm

arose, and the vessel was drifted from

her course and was in great danger of

striking on a reef of rocks. The cap-

tain went to examine his chart, and af-

ter a while returned with a very sorrow-

ful face, and said—"Ladies and gentle-

men, in twenty minutes from this time

we shall all be in heaven." "God for-

bid!" said the minister. Many of us

are a good deal like this minister; for

years we have been talking about a new

order of things, about union and hap-

piness, and about going back to Jack-

son County, but the moment it is pre-

sented to us we say—"God forbid." But

then on sober, second thought, another

feeling seems to inspire us, and wher-

ever we go a spirit seems to rest upon the

people which leads them almost unani-

mously to embark in these things; and

when we reflect, saying nothing about

our religion, an extended system of coop-

eration seems to agree with every prin-

ciple of good common sense. Is there

anything extraordinary or new in the

doctrine that it is well for a community

to be self-sustaining? Why, the Whigs,

you know, of this country, have con-

tended on that principle from the time

of the organization of the government,

and they have sanctioned it and plead

in its behalf before Congress, in politi-

cal caucuses, and before the people up

to the present time. There is nothing

new in the doctrine of a people being

self-sustaining. The first Napoleon in-

troduced into France what is known as

the "Continental system," which encour-

aged the production of all necessary ar-

ticles at home, and it is the results of

this system which today gives stability

to France, and has enabled her, after the

severe trials of the late war, to pay off

her indebtedness and stand independent

among the nations.

Now, for instance, we require a great

many things in connection with human

existence. We need boots and shoes,

stockings, pants, vests, coats, hats, hand-

kerchiefs, shirts, we need cloth of various

kinds, and dresses, shawls, bonnets, &c.,

and in every reflecting mind, the ques-

tion naturally arises, Is it better for us

to make these things ourselves at home,

or to have somebody abroad make them

for us? Is it better for each man to labor

separately, as we do now, or to be orga-

nized so as to make the most of our la-

bor? We have a large number of hides

here in this Territory, what do we do

with them generally? Send them to the


