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very different from the practice which has
prevailed among the Saints of latter days;
and as far as such a system being any injury
to us I can see none in the world. I can see
no injury that can overtake the Latter-day
Saints, by their uniting together, according
to the law of God, and producing from the
elements that which they need to eat, drink
and wear, and [ feel as though the time has
come for such an order to be instituted;
and the readiness with which the people re-
ceive the teachings of the servants of God
in regard to this matter is a testimony that
the time has come to favor Zion. The Spirit
of God bears witness to the congregations
of the Saints of the importance of the prin-
ciples which have been given unto us, and
hence their readiness to receive them.
From the commencement of this work
to the present day, the labor has been
harder with the servants of God to get the
people prepared in their hearts to let the
Lord govern and control them in their
temporal labor and means than in regard
to matters pertaining to their eternal sal-
vation. It was hard work for Joseph Smith
to get the minds of the people prepared
even to receive the Gospel in his day. But
the Lord opened the way, the Gospel was
preached and the Church was organized
in its purity and in the order in which it
existed in the days of Jesus Christ and the
Apostles, and wherever the Gospel has
been sent the ears of the people have been
more or less opened and a portion of them
have been ready to receive it. This Gospel
has been preached in every Christian na-
tion under heaven where the laws would
permit, and people from these various
nations have overcome their traditions so
far as to obey it; but, as I remarked before,
it has been hard work for the Latter-day
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Saints to bring themselves to such a state
of mind as to be willing for the Lord to
govern them in their temporal labors.
There is something strange about this,
but I think, probably, it is in consequence
of the position that we occupy. There is
a veil between man and eternal things; if
that veil was taken away and we were able
to see eternal things as they are before the
Lord, no man would be tried with regard
to gold, silver or this world’s goods, and
no man, on their account, would be un-
willing to let the Lord control him. But
here we have an agency, and we are in a
probation, and there is a veil between us
and eternal things, between us and our
heavenly Father and the spirit world; and
this for a wise and proper purpose in the
Lord our God, to prove whether the chil-
dren of men will abide in his law or not
in the situation in which they are placed
here. Latter-day Saints, reflect upon
these things. We have been willing, with
every feeling of our hearts, that Joseph
Smith, President Young, and the leaders
of the people should guide and direct us
in regard to our eternal interests; and the
blessings sealed upon us by their author-
ity reach the other side of the veil and are
in force after death, and they affect our
destiny to the endless ages of eternity.
Men, in the days of Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob, and of Jesus and the Apostles, had
blessings sealed upon them, kingdoms,
thrones, principalities and powers, with all
the blessings of the New and Everlasting
Covenant. The question may be asked,
are these eternal blessings of interest to us?
They are, or should be. Are these bless-
ings worth our earthly wealth, whether we
have little or much? Is salvation, is eter-
nal life worth a yoke of cattle, a house, a
hundred acres of land, or anything that we
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