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possess here in the flesh? If it is, we cer-
tainly ought to be as ready to permit the
Lord to govern and control us in all our
temporal labors as we are in our spiritual
labors.

Again, when a man dies he cannot take
his cattle, horses, houses or lands with him;
he goes to the grave—the resting place of
all flesh. No man escapes it, the law of
death rests upon all. In Adam all die, while
in Christ all are made alive. We all under-
stand that death has passed upon all men,
but we none of us know when our turn
will come, though we know it will not be
a great while before we shall be called to
follow the generations who have preceded
us. When we reflect upon these things I
think we all should be willing to let the
Lord guide us in temporal matters. In the
Book of Mormon we learn that the ancient
Nephites, who dwelt on this continent,
entered into, and continued in, this order
for nearly two hundred years. They were
wealthy and happy and the Lord blessed
them. They had no poor among them.
They were united in heart and in spirit,
and the blessings of the Lord rested upon
them. It is true they occupied a different
position in one sense to what we do. They
entered into this order just after the Lord
had brought judgment upon the whole na-
tion on account of their wickedness, and
many of the wicked had been destroyed:
their cities had also been destroyed, and
it was while humbled by these judgments
that they entered the United Order. But a
reign of peace and prosperity rested upon
them and continued until they broke the
order and began to go, every man for him-
self and the devil for them all, then utter
destruction soon overtook them.

It is different with us. We are
entering this order before the wicked
are destroyed. We commence it to
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prepare us for the great events which are
at the door, for if the judgments of God
ever were at the door of any generation it is
this. The whole volume of Scripture points
these things out to us in plain language,
and all the unbelief of the inhabitants
of the earth will not alter the fact, it will
not change the hand of God nor stay his
judgments, which are at the door of Great
Babylon. She will come in remembrance
before God, and he will hold a controversy
with the nations; his sword is unsheathed
and it will fall on Idumea, the world, and
who can stay his hand? These things have
been proclaimed by almost every Prophet
who has ever spoken since the world be-
gan. They point to our day, and their
words must have their fulfillment.

Over forty years the Gospel of Christ
has been proclaimed to this generation and
to the whole Christian world as far as we
have had opportunity. Light has come into
the world, but men have rejected it because
their deeds are evil, hence the judgments
of God will rest upon the nations of the
earth in fulfillment of his word through
the Prophets. The Lord has called upon
us to unite together and take hold of this
work, and to prepare ourselves for the great
events which are at hand, that when the de-
stroying angels go forth to reap the earth,
beginning at the sanctuary, they need not
destroy any man upon whom is the mark
set by the writer with the inkhorn, who
cried and mourned because of the abomi-
nations done among men. The Prophert,
in seeing the vision of these things in the
last days, saw that the earth was reaped,
and the reapers began at the sanctuary, and
the wicked were cut off by the judgments
of God.

The world now do not believe this
anymore than they believed in the
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