
in the mind, we shall find that they exist 
only in the imaginations of our own hearts, 
arising from our ignorance or a want of 
proper understanding, and partly from 
knowing each other too well, and com-
prehending each other’s selfishness and 
weaknesses; because of this we are afraid to 
trust each other. The remedy for this is for 
everyone to set himself to work to better 
his own condition, first establishing con-
fidence in his own heart between himself 
and his God, and so deporting himself that 
he can command the respect and confi-
dence of his brethren and sisters. Every 
man and every woman should set them-
selves to do this, and should enter into this 
Order with a firm determination to do 
this. Confidence will then soon be restored 
in our midst. Then every man and every 
woman will speak the honest sentiments of 
their hearts, and vote as they feel to do on 
every question, in the selection of officers 
and in the transaction of all business, and 
we will do whatever we do for the general 
good, according to the light that is in us. 
Such a people are bound to draw down 
from the heavens above the revelations of 
light and truth; they will tap the clouds 
from above; every man will be a lightning 
rod to draw electricity from the clouds, in 
other words, the revelations of light and 
truth, into their own hearts and minds; they 
will possess a combined intelligence that 
will accomplish all they undertake in righ-
teousness, and they will prevail before the 
Lord and before the world, and will com-
mand the respect and honor of the virtuous 
and good, at home and abroad. Those who 
refuse to engage in these enterprises, and 
to enter into the holy Order, will become 
the unpopular ones; and after we have once  
succeeded in this effort, we shall marvel

and wonder that we did not enter into it 
before.

We have been over forty years trying to 
learn these lessons, and all the time putting 
them off to a future day, waiting for our 
children to carry them out; but we shall 
marvel that we did not rise up and carry 
them out before. Thousands of Saints have 
been anxiously waiting and might, per-
haps, have entered into this before now; 
but we have been continually throwing 
new clay into the machine, drawing new 
materials from abroad and raising new ele-
ments at home, and the elements brought 
from Babylon has brought Babylon with it, 
and our habits, customs, notions and indi-
viduality have been so prominent, that we 
could not see the benefits of mutual con-
cessions to secure the mutual advantages 
and benefits of combined labor.

I am aware that some capitalists will 
object to the idea of drawing only fifty 
percent of what remains to their credit, if 
they should conclude to withdraw from 
the Order. Be this as it may, I can see no 
principle appertaining to the Gospel and 
to the building up of Zion, no principle 
of justice between man and man, which 
would permit the capitalist today to bring 
his capital into the Order and surrender 
it to the custody and care of stout hearts 
and strong arms to protect and preserve it 
and to increase it by the erection of facto-
ries and machinery and buildings and im-
provements, by the combined labor of the 
people, and then all the original capital, 
together with all the dividends, to be left at 
the disposal of the few capitalists originally 
composing the firm, and they be permit-
ted, fifty years hence, to get up and walk off 
with the whole of it, leaving the great mass 
of the community, that have grown up 
from infancy, and preserved and insured
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