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certain occasion it was commanded that

we should make it our object to pay all

our debts and liabilities, and that we

should take measures to avoid the neces-

sity of incurring more. One of the earli-

est things I can remember in my boyhood

was an answer to the question—How to

get rich? The answer was—"Live on half

your income, and live a great while." We

know how easy it is to live beyond our

income, and to go on the credit system.

Credit is a shadow, and debt is bondage,

and I advise the brethren to realize that

the balloon system of credit so general

in our country and among ourselves is

dangerous in its nature, and it is our

duty, at the earliest time in our power,

to close up all our liabilities, pay all our

debts, and commence living as we go. I

would rather walk the streets in a pair

of wooden soles that I own and owe no

man for, than in the finest morocco that

some merchant was presenting a bill to

me to pay for; I should, in my estimation,

be more of a gentleman and more of an

independent man with the wooden soles

than with the fine boots, and I would ad-

vise our brethren, if necessity requires,

to adopt the wooden sole leather in pref-

erence to being in debt.

I visited the land where my ances-

tors lived in America, the graves of three

or four generations of them, and I saw

on the old farm, still occupied by some

distant kinsmen, a shoe shop. Said I—

"What are you doing here?" Said they—

"Here is where we make our money,

we work the farm in the summer, and

in the winter we sit down here and

earn three or four hundred dollars mak-

ing shoes." "Where do you sell them?"

"We make them for some houses in

Salem and Lynn, that send them to

California and the western Territories

and sell them there." Now, brethren,

think of this, a man can learn to make

a shoe very quick if he has any ingenu-

ity, and many of us spend our time in

partial idleness through the winter, and

we buy our shoes from manufacturers

in the East, when we could just as well

make them ourselves. Another bad fea-

ture connected with imported shoes is,

that when we put them on and walk into

the streets, if the weather is wet, our feet

are damp very quick, and I believe, as a

matter of health as well as economy, that

if, in wet weather, we were to adopt the

wooden sole, it would save our children

from much sickness, and a great many

of us from rheumatism, sore throats and

coughs, for much of the imported sole

leather is spongy, and that holds the wa-

ter and makes the feet damp and cold,

producing sickness; and I am inclined to

believe the statement made by the agri-

cultural societies of Europe, that the use

of wooden soles for shoes has a tendency

to prevent a great many diseases which

are incident to the use of leather. But

if we are determined to wear leather, if

we set ourselves to the work with a will,

we can produce as fine leather of every

variety, and as fine shoes and almost ev-

ery other necessary within ourselves as

we import, and a great deal better. But

we must stop sending away our hides

by the car load and must tan them our-

selves. We have plenty of workmen who

understand the business, and more can

be trained, and we shall then not be com-

pelled to ship carloads of hair from the

States for the use of our plasterers, in

mixing the lime to finish our walls. This

is true political economy.

When I went to St. George last

fall, I had a very good pair of boots,

made of nice States sole leather, un-

der my feet. The soil of St. George

has a cold mineral in it, and although


