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on." Well, if they did laugh they could

not do a more foolish thing. Why

not feel proud and independent of

our own high character, that what

we have is our own, and we are

slaves to nobody? That is my feeling

about it. By continually importing we

run into debt and cast our ways to

strangers, when it is perfectly in our

power, if we will do it, to be independent,

comfortable and happy, and owe no man

anything.
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I rise on the present occasion, desir-

ing the faith and prayers of the brethren

and sisters that I may be able to address

them by the majesty of the Spirit of the

Almighty. When we come before the Lord

to partake of the Sacrament, in mem-

ory of his death and suffering, we wit-

ness unto him that we do remember him,

that we love one another, and that we are

willing to endeavor to do all in our power

to fulfill our several duties on the earth.

One of the first and most responsible

duties that rest upon us is the education,

training and cultivation of the minds of

our children. A child learns from us by

our examples, the actions or examples of

the parents being ever remembered by

the children. A pious old deacon who

may, by the way, have been a hypocrite,

and had two half bushel measures,

one to buy, and the other to sell with,

may be very sure that his children will be

dishonest. So it may be with our children

if we do not act before them as becometh

Saints; our precepts may be very good,

but their effect will not be very powerful

unless our examples correspond.

We are more or less careless as to

the observance of the Sabbath; and, in

consequence of the neglect of the Latter-

day Saints in this respect, I feel anx-

ious to stir them up to diligence in at-

tending meetings on the Sabbath and

on fast days, and in having their chil-

dren do the same. I have visited a num-

ber of Sunday schools, and I have found

that there was a good deal of interest

manifested in them, and that much ben-

efit to the rising generation is result-

ing from spending a couple of hours on


