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edge of politics, and of the law as admin-
istered in their own immediate localities.
But few of them were of high minds and
noble sentiments, and many of them were
incapable of occupying, with honor, the
high positions they were selected to fill.
Our people here in these mountains did
not take much pains to acquaint them-
selves with the politics of the country. We
had been five times robbed of all we pos-
sessed. Our leaders had been murdered
and we had been expatriated and driven
from the United States into these valleys,
then a portion of the republic of Mexico,
but afterwards acquired by the United
States. We were a great way from any oth-
er settlement. It took a month, generally,
to get a mail, and for about twelve years
we had about seven mails a year; and in
the latter part of October or about the first
of November, portions of the mails for the
winter before would be brought in here
with ox teams. This was our condition
in early days. We did not pay a great deal
of attention to politics; we were not very
much divided and hence we cared very
little about our elections, and did not pay
much attention to them; and a good many
who came from abroad were so careless
that they did not obtain their naturaliza-
tion papers, although, from time to time,
we advised them to attend to this mat-
ter; and I now call upon the Bishops and
presiding Elders, when they return home,
to recommend the foreign brethren who
are not naturalized to see to this; and in
all localities or districts which are favored
with judges who have more respect for
the law than for religious bigotry, let
the brethren take all pains to get natural-
ized, that they may have the benefits of
the laws of our country, and be permitted
to perform any duty required thereby, and
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be faithful to do so in all cases; and never
let an election go by, or any other occasion
in which it is important for us to take part,
without paying attention to it. This advice
is for the ladies as well as for the gentle-
men, for every lady of twenty-one years of
age, who is a citizen of the United States,
or whose husband or father is a citizen of
the United States, has a right, under the
laws of Utah to vote; and no one need
hope to hold office in Utah if the ladies say
no.

I wish to call your attention to the Saint
George Temple. We have got the founda-
tion of that Temple up to the water table,
about eighteen feet from the ground, and
a very nice foundation it is. The building
is about one hundred and forty-one feet
long and about ninety-three feet wide,
and when the walls are up they will be
about ninety feet high. We have a very
fine draught and design. The building is in
a nice locality and in a very fine climate,
where, all winter, and in fact the whole
year, there is almost perpetual spring and
summer weather; and when the Temple is
completed there will be an opportunity to
go there and spend the winter and attend
to religious ordinances or enjoy yourselves;
and if you want to go there through the
summer you can eat as delicious fruits as
ever grew out of the earth in any country
I believe. As far as I have traveled I have
never seen anything in the way of fruit
that I thought was superior to that which
is produced in St. George. We invite a
hundred and fifty of the brethren to volun-
teer to go down there this summer to put
up this building, and to find themselves
while they are doing it. We shall call upon
the Bishops, presiding Elders, teachers
and others from the various stakes of Zion
to take this matter in hand when they
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