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dency of music may be appreciated by

all who participate therein. We ask our

brethren to act wisely and prudently in

carrying this matter out, that it may be

done in such a manner as shall be sat-

isfactory; and if a little means is neces-

sary on the part of parents or friends let

it not be wanting. In the course of my

year's travel I visited schools in various

parts of the world, but I found none su-

perior to our own. I think that ours com-

pare favorably with them, and in many

respects they are superior to most that

I visited, and I hope that a spirit to en-

courage them will be developed.

I wish to see the common school sys-

tem encouraged as far as possible. The

brethren in many settlements are form-

ing Branches of the United Order, and

as soon as they get fairly to work they

will be able to introduce improved sys-

tems of teaching. I notice, in visiting

our settlements, more or less careless-

ness in relation to schools. Very little

pains will make a schoolroom quite com-

fortable, and I wish to stir up parents

to the importance of visiting the schools

and seeing what their children are do-

ing, and what the teachers are doing,

find out whether the little fellows are sit-

ting on comfortable seats; whether they

put a tall boy on a low seat, or a boy

with short legs on a high seat, making

him humpbacked. The happiness and

prosperity of the whole life of a child

may be a good deal impaired while at-

tending school through a blockhead of

a teacher not knowing enough to get a

saw and sawing the legs of the seats his

pupils sit upon, so as to make them com-

fortable. It is the duty of the people

to look after the comfort of their chil-

dren while at school, and also to procure

proper books for them; and to see that

the schools are provided with fuel, that

in the cold weather they may be warm

and comfortable. In a new country I

know there are a good many disadvan-

tages to contend with, but I feel anxious

that nothing, within our power to pro-

mote the welfare of our children, should

be neglected. There is no need, how-

ever, to send to the States to buy school

benches. There is plenty of timber in

these mountains, and a few days' work

properly applied will seat any school

room perfectly comfortable, for we can

make just as good benches in this coun-

try as anywhere else, it is only a ques-

tion of time and attention. Of course if

we can do no better, send and buy; but

in order that we may have means to buy

what we are forced to buy, it is necessary

that we exercise prudence and economy

and supply our own wants as far as pos-

sible. The wholesale Cooperative Store

here imports probably five million dol-

lars' worth of goods per annum. One-half

of these goods could be produced at home

with our own labor; it is only a question

of time and management to do it. If we

were to produce one-half of these goods

we should be in easy circumstances all

the time, and should have plenty to buy

everything we wanted to buy. We could

also produce many things to sell; but by

purchasing, in such immense quantities,

articles that we can make ourselves, we

impoverish ourselves all the time, hence

we advise our brethren and sisters, in all

their councils, meetings, orders, associ-

ations, and relief and retrenchment so-

cieties, to take into account every ques-

tion where economy can be exercised and

prudence observed, and where we can

save a dollar instead of spending one let

us do it, for by taking this course we can

lay a foundation for permanent comfort

at home, and this will prevent us from

being dependent upon abroad. This is

a part of my religion and this I shall


