
such that they purchased a large portion 
of the lands in that county and in adjoin-
ing counties. They laid out and built the 
city of Nauvoo, containing some twelve 
thousand inhabitants, and they were build-
ing a Temple and making other improve-
ments, when Joseph Smith and his brother 
Hyrum were murdered, which took place 
on the twenty-seventh of June, 1844.

I will say in relation to the progress 
of the work, that missionaries, among 
them the Twelve Apostles, had been 
sent abroad to preach, and a great many 
people had received the Gospel. The 
Apostles took their departure directly 
from the recommencing of the foun-
dation of the Temple in the city of Far 
West, on the 26th of April, 1839. They 
went on a mission to Europe for about 
two years, baptizing some seven thou-
sand persons, and laying a foundation for 
the gathering from the old world, which  
has continued up to the present time. 
The circumstances connected with 
the death of Joseph and Hyrum Smith 
were such as to impress upon their en-
emies even, the disgrace inflicted upon 
the State by their murder, and upon the 
world the importance, of their mission. 
The governor of the State pledged him-
self, when they gave themselves up, that 
they should be protected and have a fair 
trial, but he placed them in the hands of 
men, who, he was assured by many, were 
their enemies, and who would murder 
them if they had the power. Joseph Smith 
had been brought before legal tribunals 
forty-seven times, and had in every in-
stance been acquitted. Everything in  
the shape of a vexatious lawsuit that 
could be trumped up against him had 
been, and in this instance he was arrested 
on the affidavit of a man, whose word 
would not have been taken at a saloon in

Carthage for a glass of grog, who swore 
that he was guilty of treason, and he was 
thrown into prison, and murdered while 
being detained waiting for an examination. 
The governor, in a communication to the 
Elders in Nauvoo, said that the people felt 
that it was very wrong that he should be 
murdered in that way, but the great mass of 
them was very glad that he was dead; and I 
have reason to believe that this feeling was 
caused by religious prejudice, which arose 
from the fact that he came preaching what 
was considered a new doctrine, which at-
tacked all the hireling priests and religious 
crafts, and offered free, to all people, a reli-
gion, plain and simple and in accordance 
with the Bible, and which, if accepted, 
would have a tendency to throw a large 
portion of the hireling clergy of the age 
out of employment, or compel them to do 
as the Apostles did in the days of Jesus—
preach the Gospel without purse and scrip. 
Vexatious lawsuits, mob violence, tar and 
feathers, and finally, bloodshed were suc-
cessively adopted in hopes of stopping this 
religion, and it was believed by those who 
regarded “Mormonism” as a wild theory, 
that the death of Joseph would scatter the 
people and destroy their faith in the work. 
They did not realize that he had laid the 
foundation of a living, truthful organiza-
tion, which would be likely to increase the 
faster the more it was persecuted. But so 
it was, for the people continued to gather, 
and the public buildings—Temple and 
Nauvoo House—were being pushed for-
ward more rapidly than ever, and when this 
was ascertained, there was an organization 
formed which expelled the people from the 
State.

The authorities of the Church at  
Nauvoo be ing aware  of  th i s  com- 
bination, petitions were sent to the
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