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that it was utterly useless ever to attempt
to civilize them, or to do anything else
but exterminate them. This was the pol-
icy adopted by a great many travelers
who passed through, and when they saw
an Indian, the feeling was to shoot him.
This was especially the case in the district
of country now comprised in the southern
portions of this Territory and the western
part of Arizona.

When we came into the country our
motive was to promote peace with the
Indians, to deal justly with them and to
act towards them as though they were hu-
man beings, and so long as we were per-
mitted to carry out our own policy with
them we were enabled to maintain peace,
and there were but few instances in which
difficulties occurred. A band of men, row-
dies, from Western Missouri, on the way
to the mines, shot some Snake squaws and
took their horses, up here on the Malad.
This aroused the spirit of vengeance in
the Indians, and they fell upon and killed
the first whites they found, and they hap-
pened to be “Mormons” who were en-
gaged in building a mill on the northern
frontier, just above Ogden. This difficulty,
of course, had to be arranged, and a good
many circumstances of this kind, at various
times, have made it difficult to get along
without having a muss with the Indians.

Again, we had people among us who
were reckless in their feelings, and who
were not willing always to be controlled
and to act wisely and prudently. All these
things considered, when we realize that
we always had four frontiers, and that we
were about a thousand miles from any
white settlement in any direction, that the
Indians were on every side of us, and many
of them very wild and savage, it is perfectly
wonderful that we have had as little diffi-
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culty with them as we have. But the United
States, in sending agents here, have fre-
quently been not altogether fortunate in
their selection, and in some instances have
not sent very good men. Some who have
been sent have been very good men, but
they were totally ignorant of the business
of dealing with, controlling or promoting
peace with the Indians. This, of course,
has been more or less detrimental to the
settlements, and it has cost them a great
deal to supply the natives with food and to
aid them in getting along, for it is much
cheaper to feed the Indians than to fight
them. But the general feeling among the
Indians is, that as far as the “Mormons”
are concerned, they desire to deal with
them in a spirit of justice and friendship.
There is now little difficulty except from
distant Indians, and we sometimes think
that white men, perhaps, have employed
Indians to plunder ranches and drive off
cattle four or five hundred miles and sell
them. Some instances of this kind may
have occurred, but we have got along
wonderfully well.

The people here have shown a vast
amount of enterprise in the construction of
the roads through the Territory. Strangers
who come here run down to this city, go
down to Provo and up to Logan, and to
various other places on the little branches
of our railroad system; but if they were to
travel through these mountains and extend
their investigations into the valleys, which
are well worthy the attention of any travel-
er for their beauty, they would find that in
many places they are so rugged that it is al-
most a wonder there were ever men enough
in the country to make the roads. Then
the telegraph wires have been extended
some twelve hundred miles through a num-
ber of the settlements, north and south;
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