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to property or temporal things, in the

early rise of this Church. The first rev-

elation that now occurs to my mind will

be found in the Book of Doctrine and

Covenants, on page 217; it was given in

March, 1831, forty-three years ago last

March. In the third paragraph of this

revelation we read these words:

"For, behold, the beasts of the field

and the fowls of the air, and that which

cometh of the earth, is ordained for the

use of man for food and for raiment, and

that he might have in abundance. But it

is not given that one man should possess

that which is above another, wherefore

the world lieth in sin."

Do you believe this revelation, Latter-

day Saints? "Oh, yes," says one—"we

believe Joseph Smith was a Prophet."

Have you practiced it? Oh, that is an-

other thing. How, then, are we to know

that you believe this revelation if you

do not practice it? How are the world

to know you are sincere in your belief,

if you have a revelation which you pro-

fess to believe in, and yet give no heed

to it. I do not wonder that the world

say that the Latter-day Saints do not be-

lieve their own revelations. Why? Be-

cause we do not practice them. "It is not

given that one man should possess that

which is above another, wherefore the

world lieth in sin." There may be some

strangers here, and they do not believe

this book, but I will tell you what they

would say as men of reason, they would

say that if you Latter-day Saints call this

your book of faith, and doctrines, and

covenants, to be consistent you ought to

comply with it. That is what they would

say, and it is really a true saying, and

consistent and reasonable. If we believe

this, let us practice it; if we do not be-

lieve in it, why profess to believe in it?

I will now refer you to a revela-

tion given on the second day of Jan-

uary, 1831, it is on page 120 of the

Book of Doctrine and Covenants. I will

tell you how this revelation was given,

for I was present at the time it was

given. The Church, then, was about nine

months old. The Prophet Joseph, who

received all the revelations contained in

this book, was then living in the State of

New York, in the town of Fayette, Seneca

County. He called together the various

branches of the Church that had been

organized during the nine months previ-

ous in that State, and they assembled to-

gether in the house in which this Church

was organized, namely, Father Whit-

mer's house. You will recollect, in read-

ing the Book of Mormon, that the sons of

Father Whitmer, young men, are noted

as witnesses of the Book of Mormon,

David Whitmer having seen the angel,

and the plates in the hands of the angel,

and heard him speak, and the hand of

the angel was placed on his head, and he

said unto him—"Blessed be the Lord and

they that keep his commandments." And

he heard the voice of the Lord in connec-

tion with three other persons testifying

out of the heavens, at the same time that

the angel was administering, that the

Book of Mormon had been translated cor-

rectly by the gift and power of God, and

commanding him to bear witness of it to

all people, nations and tongues, in con-

nection with the other three that were

with him. These were some of the indi-

viduals also who saw the plates and han-

dled them, and saw the engravings upon

them, and who gave their testimony to

that effect in the Book of Mormon. It was

in their father's house where this Church

was organized, on the 6th of April, 1830;

it was in their father's house where

this little Conference was convened


