
on the 2nd of January, 1831, and this 
Conference requested the Prophet Joseph 
Smith to inquire of the Lord concerning 
their duties. He did so. He sat down in the 
midst of the Conference, of less than one 
hundred, I do not know exactly the num-
ber, and a scribe wrote this revelation from 
his mouth. One item contained therein, in 
the fifth paragraph, reads thus—

“And let every man esteem his brother 
as himself, and practice virtue and holiness 
before me. And again I say unto you, let 
every man esteem his brother as himself. 
For what man among you having twelve 
sons, and is no respecter of them, and they 
serve him obediently, and he saith unto the 
one: Be thou clothed in robes and sit thou 
here; and to the other: Be thou clothed in 
rags and sit thou there—and looketh upon 
his sons and saith I am just? Behold, this I 
have given unto you as a parable, and it is 
even as I am. I say unto you, be one; and if 
ye are not one ye are not mine.”

Perhaps the Saints may think that this 
has reference to spiritual things alone, 
and means to be one in doctrine, prin-
ciple, ordinances, faith, belief, and so on, 
and that it has no reference whatever to 
temporal things; but in order to show 
you that this has reference to temporal as 
well as to spiritual things, let me quote 
that which God said a few months after 
this in another revelation. I have not 
time to turn to all these revelations, but I 
will quote them. The Lord says—“Except 
ye are equal in the bonds (or bands) of 
earthly things, how can you be made 
equal in the bonds of heavenly things?” 
Here was a question put to us: How 
can you be made equal in the bonds of 
heavenly things, unless you are equal in 
the bonds of earthly? Surely enough, we 
cannot be made equal. If we are unequal

in this life, and are not one, can we be 
entrusted with the true riches, the riches 
of eternity? I believe I will read to you a 
small portion of another revelation that 
was given on stewardships. The Lord com-
manded certain ones among his Servants 
to take charge of these revelations when 
they were in manuscript, before they were 
published, that they might be printed and 
sent forth among the people, and he also 
gave them charge concerning the Book of 
Mormon, and made them stewards over 
these revelations and the avails arising from 
them. And the Lord said—“Wherefore 
hearken and hear, for thus saith the Lord 
unto them—I, the Lord, have appointed 
them, and ordained them to be stewards 
over the revelations and commandments 
which I have given unto them, and which I 
shall hereafter give unto them; And an ac-
count of this stewardship will I require of 
them in the day of judgment. Wherefore, 
I have appointed unto them, and this is 
their business in the church of God, to 
manage them and the concerns thereof, 
yea, and the benefits thereof. Wherefore, a 
commandment give I unto them that they 
shall not give these things unto the church, 
neither unto the world; Nevertheless, inas-
much as they receive more than is needful 
for their necessities and their wants, it shall 
be given into my storehouse; And the ben-
efits shall be consecrated unto the inhabi-
tants of Zion, and unto their generations, 
inasmuch as they become heirs according 
to the laws of the kingdom.”

Now, you notice here, the Lord did 
not intend those individuals whom he 
named to become rich out of the avails of 
the sale of the Book of Mormon and the 
Book of Doctrine and Covenants, and 
other revelations and the literary concerns 
of his Church, he never intended that they 
should become rich while others were
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