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poor, that was not the order; but inas-

much as they received more than was

needful for their support what should

they do with it? Should they aggrandize

themselves while their poor brethren

were destitute? No, not at all; they were

to give all the surplus, over and above

what was really necessary to support

them, into the Lord's storehouse, and it

was to be for the benefit of all the peo-

ple of Zion, not only the living but for

their generations after them, inasmuch

as they became heirs according to the

laws of the kingdom of God.

There was a certain way to become

heirs according to the laws of the king-

dom of God. Heirs of what? Heirs of

the avails arising from the sale of the

revelations which all the inhabitants of

Zion were to be benefited by. Says one—

"But perhaps that was limited to these

six individuals who are here named, and

did not mean the whole Church." Wait,

let us read the next sentence—"Behold,

this is what the Lord requires of every

man in his stewardship, even as I the

Lord have appointed or shall hereafter

appoint." From this we learn that all the

stewards which the Lord had appointed;

and all that he should appoint, in a fu-

ture time, to stewardships, were to hand

over all their surplus—all that was not

necessary to feed and clothe them—into

the Lord's storehouse. None who be-

longed to the Church of the living God

are exempt from this law. Does that

law include us? It includes all who be-

long to the Church, not one is exempt

from it. Have we been doing this, Latter-

day Saints, for the last forty-three years,

since this revelation was given? Have we

been complying with the order we under-

took in the year 1831, to enter into? This

old order is not a new order that you talk

so much about.

In the year 1831, we commenced

emigrating to the western part of the

State of Missouri, to a county, quite new

then, called Jackson County; most of the

land at that time was Government land.

When we commenced emigrating there

the Lord gave many revelations. The

Prophet Joseph went up among some of

the earliest to that county, and God gave

many revelations contained in the Book

of Doctrine and Covenants, in relation to

how the people should conduct their af-

fairs. Among the revelations then given

was the commandment that every man

who should come up to that land should

lay all things which he possessed be-

fore the Bishop of his Church. Another

revelation, given before we went up to

that land, speaking of a land which the

Lord, at some future time, would give us

for an inheritance, commanded that we

should consecrate all our property into

his storehouse. If we had wagons, horses,

mules, oxen, cows, sheep, farming uten-

sils, household furniture, gold and silver,

jewelry, wearing apparel, it mattered not

what it was, the Lord said, in a reve-

lation given in February, 1831, that it

should all be laid before the Bishop of

his Church, and that it should be con-

secrated to the Lord's storehouse. This

reduced us all on a level. If a man had

a million dollars when he gathered up

to Jackson County, if he complied with

the law, he would be just as rich as the

man who had not one farthing. Why?

Because he consecrated all he had, and

the poor man could not do any more than

that, hence all who complied with the

law were equally poor or equally rich.

What was the next step after this

consecration? In those days we had

but one Bishop—his name was Ed-

ward Partridge, and he was called

by revelation—and the next step af-

ter this general consecration, the Lord


