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make him a rich man? By no means, it goes
into the Lord’s storehouse at the end of
each year, or as often as may be required,
thus leaving him on the same platform
of equality with the farmer and his small
stewardship. Do you not see the equality of
the thing? In temporal matters it is not giv-
en that one man shall possess that which is
above another, saith the Lord.

Now did the people really enter into
this, or was it mere theory? I answer that,
in the year 1831, we did try to enter into
this order of things, but the hearts of the
people had been so accustomed to hold-
ing property individually, that it was a
very difficult matter to get them to com-
ply with this law of the Lord. Many of
them were quite wealthy, and they saw
that on that land a great city called Zion,
or the New Jerusalem, was to be built;
they understood that from the revelations,
and they said in their hearts—“What a
fine chance this will be for us to get rich.
We have means and money, and if we
consecrate according to the law of God
we cannot get rich; but we know that
people by thousands and tens of thou-
sands will gather up here, and these lands
will become very valuable. We can now
get them at the government price, a dollar
and a quarter an acre, and if we lay out a
few thousands in land, we can sell it out
to the brethren when they come along at
a thousand percent profit, and perhaps in
some cases at ten thousand percent, and
make ourselves wealthy, so we will not
consecrate, but we will go ahead for our-
selves individually, and we will buy up
the lands to speculate upon.” These were
the feelings of some who went up to
that country; but others were willing to
comply with the word of God, and did
just as the revelation required, and they
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laid everything they had before the Bishop,
and received their stewardship.

After he had organized these things,
Joseph the Prophet, in August of the year
1831, went back to Kirtland, about a thou-
sand miles east, and while there the Lord
revealed to him that the inhabitants of
Jackson County were not complying with
his word; hence Joseph sent letters up to
them containing the word of the Lord,
chastening them because of their disobedi-
ence and rebellion against the law of heav-
en. He did this on several occasions, and
one occasion, especially, as you will find
recorded in the history published in some
of our periodicals. I think you will find it in
the fifteenth volume of the Millennial Star,
in language something like this—“If the
people will not comply with my law, which
I have given them concerning the consecra-
tion of their property, the land shall not be
a land of Zion unto them, but their names
shall be blotted out, and the names of their
children and their children’s children, so
long as they will not comply with my laws,
and their names shall not be found written
in the book of the law of the Lord.”

In another revelation, published in the
Book of Doctrine and Covenants, the
Lord says—“The rebellious are not of the
blood of Ephraim, wherefore they shall
be plucked up, and shall be sent away out
of the land.” When this revelation was
given all was peace in Jackson County.
We had no enemies there any more than
we had elsewhere, wherever the Church
might be located; all was comparative
peace. But the Lord said that the rebel-
lious should be plucked up and sent away
out of the land. The people thought
there was no prospect whatever of that
revelation being fulfilled. All was peace,
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