INTEREST MANIFESTED, ETC.

and to say that they were to be plucked up
and driven out of the land was out of the
question. They did not repent, that is all of
them, but continued in their disobedience,
neglecting to consecrate their properties,
according to the requirements of the law of
the Lord; and hence, when they had been
there about two years and five months
from the time of their first settlement or
location, they were literally plucked up
and cast away out of the land. You have
the history before you. Their enemies arose
upon them and began to tear down their
houses, and they burned two hundred and
three of the dwellings our people had built
in that land. They burned down their grain
stacks, hay stacks and fences, and chased
the Latter-day Saints around from one part
of the county to another, sometimes tying
them up to trees and whipping them, in
some instances until their bowels gushed
out. They tore down the printing office
and destroyed it, also one of our dry goods
stores, and scattered the goods through the
streets; they went into houses and, taking
therefrom the bedding and furniture, piled
them up in the streets and set fire to them,
and thus they continued their persecu-
tions until, finally, they succeeded in driv-
ing the Latter-day Saints from the county,
and thus the word of the Lord was fulfilled
which said—*“I will pluck them up and
send them away out of the land, for none
but the obedient shall eat of the good of
the land of Zion in these latter days.”
Another revelation God gave, to warn
the people, in which he told them to re-
member the Book of Mormon, and the new
covenant which he had revealed, and which,
if they did not observe, he said—“Behold,
I, the Lord, have a scourge and a judg-
ment which shall be poured out upon your
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heads.” This was given between one and
two years before we were driven out of
that county, in Kirtland, Ohio, through
the Prophet Joseph, and sent up to them
to warn them. Another revelation said if
the people did not do thus and so, they
should be persecuted from city to city, and
from synagogue to synagogue, and but few
should stand to receive an inheritance—
meaning those who had gone into that
county.

Now go through this Territory, from
one end thereof to the other, hunt up the
greyheaded and greybearded men and
the old ladies, who were once in Jackson
County, and see how many you can find
who lived there then, and you can judge
whether the word of the Lord has been
fulfilled or not. I guess that you will find
but very few if you hunt, all through the
Territory.

Let us read a little further in the revela-
tions, and see whether God has cast us en-
tirely off or not. In one of the revelations,
given after we were driven out across the
Missouri River into Clay County, and into
the surrounding counties, the Lord said,
concerning the people who were scattered
and driven—“Behold, I have suffered these
things to come upon them because of their
sins and wickedness; but notwithstanding
all these afflictions which have come upon
my people, I will be merciful unto them,
and in the day of wrath I will remember
mercy. Wherefore I, the Lord, will not
utterly cast them off.” Though but few
should stand to receive an inheritance, the
Lord said he would not utterly cast them
off.

What next? He gives an inferior law,
called the law of Tithing, suited and adapted
to us. After we had been driven for neglect-
ing to comply with the greater law of conse-
cration of all we had, he thought he would
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