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not leave us without a law, but he gave us
an inferior law, namely, that we should give
in one-tenth part of our annual income.
This law was given in May, 1838, I do
not remember the exact date, and I believe
that we have tried to comply with it; but it
has been almost an impossibility to get the
people universally to comply with it.

There is another item connected with
this law of Tithing that has but seldom
been complied with, namely, the consecra-
tion of all surplus property. Now go round
among the Saints, among the emigrants
who have gathered up from time to time,
and there has been only now and then a
man who had any surplus property, let
him be the judge. If a man had fifty or a
hundred thousand dollars, he said in his
own heart—“I really need all this, I want
to speculate, I want to buy a great deal of
land to sell again when the price of land
shall rise; I want to set up a great store in
which to sell merchandise to the people,
and if I consecrate any of this it will curtail
my operations, because it will diminish my
capital, and I cannot speculate to the ex-
tent I should if I retained it all, and I shall
therefore consider that I have no surplus
property.” Now an honest-hearted indi-
vidual would have a little surplus property,
and he would put it in; but from that day
until the present time I presume that the
tenth of their annual income has been paid
by the majority of the people. I do not re-
ally know in relation to this matter, at any
rate the Lord has not utterly forsaken us,
hence I think we have kept his law in some
measure, or in all probability he would
have cast us off altogether.

But how is it that we have been smit-
ten, driven, cast out and persecuted,
and the lives of our Prophet and Patri-
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arch and hundreds of others destroyed by
rifle, cannon, and sword in the hands of
our enemies? How is it that such things
have been permitted in this free republic?
“Oh,” says one, “It is because you prac-
ticed polygamy.” I answer that we did not
practice polygamy in the days of the per-
secutions which I have named, they came
upon us before we began that practice, for
the revelation on polygamy was not given
until some thirteen years after the rise of
this Church, and that was after we had
been driven and smitten and scattered to
and fro, here and there by the hands of our
enemies, hence, it was not for that that we
were persecuted. But if we take the printed
circulars written by our enemies, we can
give you their reasons for persecuting us.
One of their reasons was that we believed
in ancient Christianity, namely, speaking in
tongues, interpretation of tongues, healing
the sick, etc.; and our enemies did not be-
lieve in having a community in their midst
who claimed to have Apostles and Prophets
and to enjoy the gifts of the Gospel the
same as the ancient Saints. Our enemies
said they would not have such a people in
their society, and if we did not renounce
these things they would drive us from our
homes. You can read this with the names of
the mob attached to it, in connection with
a great many priests and ministers of differ-
ent denominations. The Rev. Isaac M’Coy
and the Rev. Mr. Bogard, and many others
who might be named, were among the
leaders of the mob who persecuted the
Latter-day Saints.

Now, why is it, Latter-day Saints, that we
have been tossed to and fro and smitten and
persecuted for these many years? It is be-
cause we have disobeyed the law of heaven,
we have not kept the commandments of the
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