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Most High God, we have not fulfilled his

law; we have disobeyed the word which

he gave through his servant Joseph, and

hence the Lord has suffered us to be

smitten and afflicted under the hands of

our enemies.

Shall we ever return to the law of

God? Yes. When? Why, when we will.

We are agents; we can abide his law or

reject it, just as long as we please, for

God has not taken away your agency nor

mine. But I will try to give you some

information in regard to the time. God

said, in the year 1832, before we were

driven out of Jackson County, in a rev-

elation which you will find here in this

book, that before that generation should

all pass away, a house of the Lord should

be built in that county, (Jackson County),

"upon the consecrated spot, as I have ap-

pointed; and the glory of God, even a

cloud by day and a pillar of flaming fire

by night shall rest upon the same." In

another place, in the same revelation,

speaking of the priesthood, he says that

the sons of Moses and the sons of Aaron,

those who had received the two priest-

hoods, should be filled with the glory

of God upon Mount Zion, in the Lord's

house, and should receive a renewing

of their bodies, and the blessings of the

Most High should be poured out upon

them in great abundance.

This was given forty-two years ago.

The generation then living was not only

to commence a house of God in Jack-

son County, Missouri, but was actually to

complete the same, and when it is com-

pleted the glory of God should rest upon

it.

Now, do you Latter-day Saints be-

lieve that? I do, and if you believe

in these revelations you just as much

expect the fulfillment of that revela-

tion as of any one that God has ever

given in these latter times, or in for-

mer ages. We look, just as much

for this to take place, according to the

word of the Lord, as the Jews look

to return to Palestine, and to rebuild

Jerusalem upon the place where it for-

merly stood. They expect to build a Tem-

ple there, and that the glory of God will

enter into it; so likewise do we Latter-

day Saints expect to return to Jackson

County and to build a Temple there be-

fore the generation that was living forty-

two years ago has all passed away. Well,

then, the time must be pretty near when

we shall begin that work. Now, can

we be permitted to return and build

up the waste places of Zion, establish

the great central city of Zion in Jack-

son County, Mo., and build a Temple on

which the glory of God will abide by day

and by night, unless we return, not to

the "new order," but to that law which

was given in the beginning of this work?

Let me answer the question by quoting

one of these revelations again, a reve-

lation given in 1834. The Lord, speak-

ing of the return of his people, and re-

ferring to those who were driven from

Jackson County, says—"They that re-

main shall return, they and their chil-

dren with them to receive their inheri-

tances in the land of Zion, with songs of

everlasting joy upon their heads." There

will be a few that the Lord will spare

to go back there, because they were not

all transgressors. There were only two

that the Lord spared among Israel dur-

ing their forty years travel—Caleb and

Joshua. They were all that were spared,

out of some twenty-five hundred thou-

sand people, from twenty years old and

upwards, to go into the land of promise.

There may be three in our day, or a

half dozen or a dozen spared that were

once on that land who will be permit-

ted to return with their children, grand-

children, and great-grandchildren unto

the waste places of Zion and build them


