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have been organized here to help to sus-

tain each other, to labor for the good of

all, and to establish cooperation in the

midst of the Church in this place.

In most of the business transactions

of this Church and people, as far as I

have directed, I have waited for business

to be presented, and endeavored to so

live that the Lord will dictate according

to his own mind and pleasure, and, at

the very time it is necessary, have that

knowledge which will enable us to per-

form every labor acceptably to God and

to the heavens, and to discharge our du-

ties one to another, and to accomplish in

every particular the work which our Fa-

ther in heaven has given us to do. I am

a minuteman. It is very seldom that I

take thought what I shall say or what I

shall do. When we meet in the capac-

ity of a Conference, the business mat-

ters are presented, and I generally know

what to do, and I do not know but what I

understand the workings of the kingdom

of God upon the earth, by the manifes-

tations of the Spirit at the moment, as

well as I should if I had studied them for

months; and I can truly say that I have

fulfilled one of the sayings of the Savior

tolerably well—to take no thought what

ye shall say, for in the very hour or mo-

ment when you need it, it shall be given

to you.

I hope that, during our meetings

here, the people will be edified and com-

forted, and that the system of labor-

ing together for each other's good will

be wisely and satisfactorily laid before

them, and that each and every one of

us, with ready minds and willing hearts,

will proceed to do the things that are re-

quired of us by our heavenly Father.

Much can be said upon the doc-

trine of life and salvation, but I will

say this to the Saints in this place

concerning the workings of the king-

dom of God upon the earth—all good

comes from heaven, all good is of the

Lord; whatever promotes the happiness

of mankind and the glory of God, what-

ever increases peace and righteousness

upon the earth, and leads the people in

the way of godliness, comfort, content-

ment and enjoyment, and tends to in-

crease health and wealth, and life here

and hereafter, is of God; and, in labor-

ing for each other's welfare and happi-

ness, if we cannot do all that we want

to do, let us do what we can, and leave

the event with the Lord, and wait for the

time when we can fully enter into the or-

ganization of the kingdom of God upon

the earth, and fully upon those initiatory

steps which will hasten the perfection of

the Saints, and prepare them to enter

into the joy of their Lord. When we are

permitted to do in part, we will step for-

ward and do in part, go as far as we can,

and do as much as we can to perfect our-

selves and prepare for the building up of

the Center Stake of Zion.

We hope and pray that all who may

speak during our meetings here will be

filled with the Spirit of the Lord, and

that those who pray, sing and hear may

be filled with the same Spirit, that we

may increase in knowledge and wisdom,

and grow in the things of God. This is

what we desire and what we pray for,

and we hope that our meetings will be

profitable to all.

This is a hard place to speak in, and

we request the brethren and sisters to be

as still as they conveniently can, so that

they can hear what is said. Let all be

quiet, and every heart be lifted to God,

that we may learn his mind and will con-

cerning us; then ask for power to do his

will, for a disposition to give us victory

over every passion and slothful feeling,

that we may be awake to righteousness.


