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ciated with this work, and we made calcu-
lations when we espoused it upon the char-
acter of the opposition to be contended
with, that when we meet it there is no dis-
appointment. In this respect the Latter-day
Saints differ from every other people with
whom I have met. If any other people in
this government were assailed as the Latter-
day Saints have been, and were to have so
many intolerant and sweeping measures
suggested for legislation by the Congress of
the United States, real estate would be of
very little value, and all kinds of business
would be unsettled and ruined. But I can-
not perceive that values, business, or your
faith in the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ
has been in the least disturbed.

I have been questioned a good many
times since I returned, as to my feelings
during my absence. My reply has been that
I never felt better in my life than during
the past eight months. I have been absent
from home a good many times, and I have
traveled in a good many lands, and min-
gled with many people under a variety of
circumstances, but I can say truly this day,
that at no period in any of my travels, or
under the different circumstances in which
I have been placed, have I ever felt better
than I have during my recent absence from
home.

This may surprise some who are not
acquainted with this work, and, in fact, it
may excite some degree of surprise in the
breasts of those who are familiar with it;
but my theory is that when a man is con-
scious, or a people are conscious, that he
or they are in the path of duty, doing that
which is right in the sight of God, they
should always be happy, no matter what
the circumstances may be which surround
them. I think that God has created us to be
happy, and my belief is that he has placed
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happiness within the reach of all, and it
is man’s own fault if he is not happy and
does not enjoy himself every day of his life.
This is one of my reasons for liking my re-
ligion, this system called “Mormonism,”
because it bestows full happiness and joy
upon its believers. They can be happy in
the midst of the most adverse circumstan-
ces; they can rejoice when surrounded with
enemies, and when their lives are imper-
iled. During my absence my feeling has
been that God was with his people; I also
felt that the faith of the Latter-day Saints
was greatly exerted in my behalf, and that
it was sustaining and strengthening me.

In some respects my position as del-
egate from this Territory was not an envi-
able one, and from the time that I reached
Washington until the close of Congress
there was one paper, at least, which poured
out unlimited abuse upon myself and upon
my constituents. Scarcely a day passed that
some falsehood was not circulated or some
vile slander or charge published about the
people in these mountains, or about my-
self. Appeals of every imaginable character
were made to the Congress of the United
States, that is, to the House particularly,
to take instant measures to expel me, and
when, as these writers thought, a disposi-
tion was manifested not to comply with
their demands, recourse was had to the
charge of bribery—that we were spend-
ing money, and that members of Congress
were paid to prevent their action upon my
case. In this respect the condition of a del-
egate might be considered an unenviable
one, but I felt a strength, I felt a power,
I had an influence, or thought I had, at
least, that no other member of the House
of Representatives possessed. For instance,
the members of the House generally were
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