
been asked repeatedly what we paid one of 
them at least to be there. The first time the 
question was put to me I was a little sur-
prised at it, and could not help expressing 
my surprise, not understanding exactly its 
drift. I said—“We pay him nothing, what 
do you mean?” “Well,” said the gentleman 
who asked the question, “if you do not pay 
him you certainly can afford to pay him to 
keep him here.” These were strong reasons 
on our side, and they contributed materi-
ally to help our cause.

When the bill, as I have said, came from 
the Judiciary Committee to the Senate, it 
came in its original form except the strik-
ing out of one section which extended 
the common law over this Territory. But 
there was a disposition to so modify the 
bill that it could not be used in the way 
that it was designed by its originators, and 
you know how it has been pruned. To me, 
as I have said respecting this other matter, 
so I can say concerning it, that the hand 
of God was very visible to me, and I felt 
that he was laboring on our side, and that 
he would help us and deliver us as he had 
delivered others in other times and in past 
ages; and the Lord did soften the hearts of 
men, cause them to feel favorable to us and 
to feel favorably disposed to our cause.

It has been said as an explanation of 
this, so I have understood, that we have 
used money at Washington to defeat leg-
islation. I have not seen these statements 
myself, for I made it a point never to read 
books or papers which vilify this people. I 
really have too little time to read the works 
and papers which are instructive and 
pleasant to me, and with which I ought to 
be familiar, to spend one moment of time  
in reading abusive, lying and slander- 
ous writings concerning this people or  
myself. While I was absent, there was a

paper published in Washington that had 
almost daily, as I have remarked, articles 
against you and myself. I made it a point 
never to read one of them. I did not want 
to be disturbed in my feelings. “Where ig-
norance is bliss,” the poet says, “’tis folly 
to be wise.” I thought the scheme was a 
blackmailing one; I knew the influences 
which were put in operation to keep up 
this abuse and I was determined it should 
not annoy me. Whenever the use of mon-
ey has been alluded to in the hearing of 
President Young he has stated, emphati-
cally, that so far as he was concerned he 
would not spend one cent of money to 
preserve our rights, or to obtain extended 
liberties for us as a people. This has been 
his emphatic declaration, his expressed de-
termination. His views on this subject have 
been accepted as every way correct.

I want to say to you here, today, my 
brethren and sisters, that not one cent of 
money has been spent with any man for 
the purpose of influencing him. I believe 
my word can be relied upon by this people; 
you have known me all my life, and when 
I say this you can put implicit and perfect 
reliance in what I say. We have had no aid 
of this kind, we have used no means of this 
character, we have had no lobbyist. That 
which has been done has been fairly and 
above board, and it has been the blessing 
of God upon us in answer to the united 
faith and prayers of this people that has 
produced the results that we have wit-
nessed. I am thankful that we have been 
enabled to take this course and that we can 
trust in God and rely upon him, for he will 
save to the very uttermost.

I recollect writing home a letter some 
weeks ago, some weeks in fact before the ad-
journment, in which I said that so far as the 
sight of the eye, the hearing of the ear, and nat-
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