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tural judgment were concerned men

might be justified in thinking there

would be legislation that would be very

severe, and that I would lose my seat.

And yet I can truly say that from the

day of my election up to the time that

I left Washington I never had a single

doubt, not a shadow of a doubt as to

my keeping my seat—it never cost me

one moment's thought. I knew when I

left here that I would be admitted to my

seat; I knew when the attempt was made

to expel me that it would be unsuccess-

ful; I knew further, that every attempt to

get legislation such as was contemplated

would be defeated, and if a bill did pass

it would be in a comparatively mild form.

Of course, having these ideas, I have felt,

as I stated in the commencement of my

remarks, very happy. I have had joy all

the time, I have had peace all the time,

and I have had good cause to be thankful

to God our heavenly Father for his bless-

ings upon me.

That I was not expelled from my

seat, however, was not due to the ab-

sence of effort on the part of the per-

son who wanted it. It was really amus-

ing to hear the pathetic manner in which

the poor creature and his confederates

alluded to the technical and legal re-

ply which I made (and which was pub-

lished in this city), to his charges against

me in his notice of contest for the place

of delegate. He had piled charge upon

charge against me, nothing being too

false, vile or malignant to embody in

these accusations, and because I ac-

knowledged nothing, but threw the onus

of the proof upon him, he murmured

considerably. It would doubtless have

been very gratifying to him to have had

his case completed for him. As it was,

recourse was had to the most despica-

ble methods to obtain such evidence as

was thought necessary. Spies pried

into my domestic affairs, and from them

and apostates cooked affidavits were ob-

tained with which it was hoped the de-

sired end would be achieved. If vile slan-

ders, base falsehoods, false affidavits or

atrocious attacks could have had the de-

sired effect I would not have kept my

seat in Congress. If grossly libelous

newspaper articles, if shameless and in-

decent lectures, if frantic appeals to pop-

ular prejudice, or the secret circulation

of documents signed by perjured affiants

could have influenced Congress to take

hasty and ill-considered action, the place

of delegate from Utah might have been

declared vacant. My opponents attacked

me for being a "Mormon" of the most

ultra and pronounced type; their great

efforts were to prove that in the enun-

ciation and practice of every feature of

my religion I was bold though shrewd

and not a whit behind the foremost, and

because of this should not have a seat

in Congress. This endorsement, if it

had been worth anything, would have

pleased me. But it did not always suit

to give me this character. For circulation

here, another plan was adopted. I was

accused of not standing up to my princi-

ples. This charge was false but did not

displease me, any more than the others

pleased me. I am thankful to say that

I have learned to view all such charges

with complete indifference. Conscious of

the propriety of my own course and that

I had the confidence of my constituents,

my enemies' attacks gave me no con-

cern. Indeed, I accepted them as com-

pliments. I was quite willing to be inves-

tigated. I had tried to live so that I had

no fear of a microscopic investigation of

the acts of my life. At the same time

I never conceded that Congress had the

right to investigate my domestic affairs.


