
with our progenitors and our posterity, to 
inherit an eternal exaltation in the celestial 
kingdom of our God.

And what is anything without this? 
Do I mourn over that man? No, I do 
not, I feel sorry for his family, I do not 
mourn over him, not a particle. I would 
not shed a tear over him. He was a good 
man, a man who feared God, loved his 
religion, kept the commandments of 
God and walked humbly before him; 
he was a man who was honored and re-
spected by the good, respected and hon-
ored of God and of  holy angels, and it 
is all right with him. Do I mourn that 
he is taken away? No, we would like to 
have our good men stay among us, but 
perhaps they have something to do in 
another sphere. Perhaps the services of 
brother Williams are required some-
where else. There are other positions for 
men to occupy besides this earth. We 
had an existence before we came here. 
We came here to do a certain work. He 
has done his and gone. Perhaps God re-
quired him and has taken him away. All 
right, we will say, it is the Lord, let him 
do what seems him good.

In regard to ourselves, that is anoth-
er thing that we have individually and  
personally to do with. It is all right  
with him, how is it with us? I talk to  
the living, to those who are in exis-
tence, who have their volition, who have

the power of action and their reasoning 
faculties, and I say unto them, look where 
you will be in a short time, and ask your-
selves are you prepared, like him, to meet 
your God, and to have an inheritance 
in the celestial kingdom of God? These 
are the questions that I would ask, and I 
would say that no matter what your posi-
tion, what your wealth, what your pros-
pects or ideas pertaining to this world, they 
are none of them worth anything except 
sanctified by God and appropriated for the 
building up of his kingdom and the estab-
lishment of righteousness upon the earth.

But the question is, are we the friends of 
God? Is God our friend? Are we living and 
walking in the light of his countenance? 
Do we feel that our spirits, feelings and 
consciences are right before him, that we 
have consciences void of offense towards 
God and towards man? These are some 
of the thoughts and reflections that we 
have to do with, and it is for us to think 
seriously, calmly and deliberately upon 
these things, and to act as wise, prudent, 
intelligent beings, that we may keep the 
commandments of God, live our religion 
and obtain an inheritance in the celes-
tial kingdom of God when we shall have 
got through with the affairs of time, with 
which we are surrounded.

May God help us to be faithful and 
keep his commandments, in the name of 
Jesus, Amen.
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