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Reported by David W. Evans

While Elder Taylor was speaking of
the future condition of the departed, the
words of a writer in the Book of Mormon
came to my mind, and I think that, prob-
ably, reading it will be as appropriate on
the present occasion, to refresh the minds
of the Saints in relation to their faith, and
if there should be strangers present, it will
give them an idea of the faith of the Latter-
day Saints in relation to the resurrection. I
think, I say, it would be as appropriate as
anything I could say. They are the words
of Jacob, the brother of Nephi, and are re-
corded in the second book of Nephi and
sixth chapter. Speaking to a people who
were there, Jacob says—

“Behold, my beloved brethren, I speak
unto you these things that ye may rejoice,
and lift up your heads forever, because of
the blessings which the Lord God shall
bestow upon your children. For I know
that ye have searched much, many of
you, to know of things to come; where-
fore I know that ye know that our flesh
must waste away and die; nevertheless, in
our bodies we shall see God. Yea, I know
that ye know that in the body he shall
show himself unto those at Jerusalem,
from whence we came; for it is expedi-
ent that it should be among them; for it
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behooveth the great Creator that he suf-
fereth himself to become subject unto man
in the flesh, and die for all men, that all
men might become subject unto him. For
as death hath passed upon all men, to ful-
fill the merciful plan of the great Creator,
there must needs be a power of resurrec-
tion, and the resurrection must needs come
unto man by reason of the fall; and the fall
came by reason of transgression; and be-
cause man became fallen they were cut off
from the presence of the Lord. Wherefore,
it must needs be an infinite atonement—
save it should be an infinite atonement this
corruption could not put on incorruption.
Wherefore, the first judgment which came
upon man, must needs have remained to
an endless duration. And if so, this flesh
must have laid down to rot and to crumble
to its mother earth, to rise no more.

“O the wisdom of God, his mercy and
grace! For behold, if the flesh should rise
no more, our spirits must become sub-
ject to that angel who fell from before
the presence of the Eternal God, and be-
came the devil, to rise no more. And our
spirits must have become like unto him,
and we become devils, angels to a dev-
il, to be shut out from the presence of
our God, and to remain with the father
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