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the living, with all that they witness con-
cerning the departure of the living to an-
other state of existence, how few there
are who lay it to heart, how few there are
who profit by it, how few there are who
seek unto God for wisdom, knowledge and
understanding to enable them to acquit
themselves well here preparatory to this
change. There are some who do, but very
few, and though we mourn at the loss of
our friends, when our natural feelings have
passed away, and our hearts have ceased
to mourn, cheerfulness takes the place
of these mournful feelings, and we think
no more of it. This is the common con-
dition of the children of men, those who
profess to be Christians, and to believe
on the Lord Jesus Christ as the Savior of
the world. They have made many inqui-
ries with regard to this passing from one
state of existence to another. It seems to be
a great mystery to them. A great deal has
been said and a great deal has been written,
and there have been many reflections—
more than has been spoken or written, and
yet it is one eternal mystery to the world.
Why? Because they have not eyes to see,
nor ears to hear, and they do not under-
stand the providences of God; and if they
read the word of the Lord—the revelations
that he has given concerning the living and
the dead—they do not understand them,
and so the world is left in darkness, to
grope their way like the blind man by the
wall. Thus it is with the children of men,
taking the whole of the Christian world.

It is true the Latter-day Saints have re-
ceived a little more—they have received
something beyond the imagination of
the heart. We have facts before us, we have
experience that is satisfactory, and we can
rejoice in the hope that God has given
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us. But if we will be prepared, as this our
beloved brother was prepared, to go at a
moment’s warning; if we live in this way,
we live just as we should live. No person
who believes on the Lord Jesus Christ has a
right to spend a day, an hour, or a minute
of his life or her life in a manner unbecom-
ing the profession of a Saint; they should
be ready to depart this life any moment. I
say that those who understand the things
of God have no right, neither have they
any wish, to live only so that they may en-
joy the light of his Spirit, enjoy commu-
nion with God, with his son Jesus Christ
and with the Holy Ghost, so that they may
be instructed day by day how to walk in
the path that lies before them, the path
that leads to life everlasting. But how easy
it is for those who profess to be Saints, to
be of the earth, earthy, and to seek after
and love the world, and fall into the spirit
of the world. How easy it is for them to
receive the spirit of the world, and to for-
get the spirit of salvation that has been in
their hearts. If we could keep constantly
in our minds and before us what we really
know, what the Lord has taught us, what
we have read and what we have received by
the whisperings of the Spirit, this would be
satisfactory; but many do not retain these
things, they pass from them, and when
they have passed away doubt seizes their
minds, and they are at a loss to determine
whether they ever understood anything or
not.

In the great providences of God, in
bringing forth worlds into existence, as
he has this, which worlds are continu-
ally coming into existence and passing
from one state to another, inhabitants
come forth; every living creature that we
have any knowledge of God sends forth
upon the earth that he frames, there to
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