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one principle and some another in re-
lation to this matter, and the only way
man can be satisfied on a subject of so
great importance is by receiving revela-
tion from that order of beings—far in ad-
vance of us—who have a knowledge of
the future state and condition of man.

We find recorded in the revelations
of the Most High, called the Bible, as
well as in the Book of Mormon and the
various modern revelations which God
has given, that man is destined to live
forever. God having revealed this fact
to ancients and to moderns, raised up
witnesses to bear testimony to the chil-
dren of men that they are immortal be-
ings, and that this change which comes
upon them, denominated death, is not an
annihilation of their being or an end of
their existence, but it is merely a casting
off or laying aside of the mortal taberna-
cle; that man lives in the eternal world
even after he appears to be dead, and
that, if a righteous man, he has joy and
happiness, but if a wicked man, he has
the gnawing of conscience, and misery,
and wretchedness; and that he expects,
according to divine revelation, to receive
again, in due time, the tabernacle that
he has thrown off for a moment. It is
sown in weakness, says the Apostle Paul,
it is raised in power; it is laid down as a
mortal body, it is raised up as an immor-
tal body.

If we, by study or research, could
discover some method or principle by
which we could remain in this world
and live in this tabernacle forever, we
should be willing to do so with all
the inconveniences of the present or-
der of things, and still be joyful in
our hearts. If any man could by re-
search or learning discover some kind
of a way, or means or medicine that
would give immortality to the chil-
dren of men, even in their present
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state, he would be considered one of the
greatest men that ever lived, and the one
who had bestowed the greatest blessing
upon his fellow creatures; he would be
lauded to the very skies, and his name
would be handed down among all people
and nations as one of the greatest bene-
factors of mankind; so earnestly do we
feel to cling to life and desire to live, that
we would be very willing to put up with
the inconveniences of the present state
if we could only remain and the monster
death have no power over us. But it is
in the order of God that man should die.
Man brought this upon himself by trans-
gressing the laws of heaven. By putting
forth his hand and partaking of that
which God had forbidden, he brought
this great evil into the world. Death not
only came upon our first parents, who
committed the first great transgression,
but the curse has been inherited by all
their generations. None can escape the
curse so far as the mortal body is con-
cerned.

I think, perhaps, this broad asser-
tion may be contradicted in the minds
of some. They may tell us of Enoch,
who was translated to heaven; they may
speak of Elijah, who was caught up in a
chariot of fire, and say, "Here, at least,
are two exceptions to the general rule."
But what do we know concerning trans-
lation? What has God revealed in all
the revelations contained in the Old and
New Testaments in relation to a trans-
lated being? Are we assured that such
beings never will have to undergo a
change equivalent to that of death?

Our new revelations that we have
received inform us of a great many
individuals that were translated Dbe-
fore the flood. We read that a
great and mighty Prophet of the Most
High God was sent forth in the days



