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of Adam, namely Enoch, the seventh

generation from Adam, who lived con-

temporary with his ancestor Adam; that

in his days a great number of people

heard the plan of salvation preached to

them by the power of the Holy Ghost that

rested upon Enoch and those who were

called with him; that they received this

plan of salvation and gathered them-

selves out from among the various na-

tions of the earth where they had obeyed

the Gospel; that they were instructed, af-

ter they assembled in one, in righteous-

ness, for three hundred and sixty-five

years; that they learned the laws of the

kingdom, and concerning God and ev-

ery principle of righteousness that was

necessary to enable them to enter into

the fullness of the glory of heaven; they

were instructed to build up a city, and

it was called a city of holiness, for God

came down and dwelt with that people;

he was in their midst, they beheld his

glory, they saw his face, and he conde-

scended to dwell among them for many

long years, during which time they were

instructed and taught in all of his ways,

and among other things they learned the

great doctrine and principle of transla-

tion, for that is a doctrine the same as

the doctrine of the resurrection of the

dead, which is among the first princi-

ples of the plan of salvation; and we may

also say that the doctrine of translation,

which is intimately connected with that

of the resurrection, is also one of the first

principles of the doctrine of Christ. They

were instructed in relation to this gov-

ernment, the object of it, &c.

According to the light and knowl-

edge which the Latter-day Saints

have upon this subject, revealed in

the revelations given through Joseph

Smith, we find that those people,

when they were fully prepared, hav-

ing learned the doctrine of transla-

tion, were caught up into the heavens,

the whole city, the people and their habi-

tations. How much of the earth was

taken up in connection with their habi-

tations we are not informed. It might

have been a large region. You may ask—

"Where was this city of Zion built in

ancient days?" According to new revela-

tion it was built upon this great west-

ern hemisphere. When I speak of this

western hemisphere I speak of it as it

now exists. In those days the land

was united; the eastern and the western

hemispheres were one; but they dwelt

in that portion of our globe that is now

called the western hemisphere, and they

were taken up from this portion of the

globe. No doubt all the region of coun-

try occupied by them was translated, or

taken away from the earth.

Does this prove that they were im-

mortal beings from the time of their

translation? No; it does not prove any

such thing. How are we to know any-

thing about it? We cannot learn any-

thing in relation to it, except by revela-

tion. God has revealed to us that they

are held in reserve, in some part or por-

tion of space; their location is not re-

vealed, but they are held in reserve to

be revealed in the latter times, to return

to their ancient mother earth; all the in-

habitants that were then taken away are

to return to the earth.

Some five thousand years have

passed away since they were caught up

to the heavens. What has been their con-

dition during that time? Have they been

free from death? They have been held

in reserve in answer to their prayers.

What were their prayers? Enoch and

his people prayed that a day of righ-

teousness might be brought about dur-

ing their day; they sought for it with all

their hearts; they looked abroad over the

face of the earth and saw the corrup-


