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tions that had been introduced by the

various nations, the descendants of

Adam, and their hearts melted within

them, and they groaned before the Lord

with pain and sorrow, because of the

wickedness of the children of men, and

they sought for a day of rest, they sought

that righteousness might be revealed,

that wickedness might be swept away

and that the earth might rest for a sea-

son. God gave them visions, portrayed

to them the future of the world, showed

unto them that this earth must fulfill the

measure of its creation; that generation

after generation must be born and pass

away, and that, after a certain period of

time, the earth would rest from wicked-

ness, that the wicked would be swept

away, and the earth would be cleansed

and sanctified and be prepared for a

righteous people. "Until that day," saith

the Lord, "you and your people shall rest,

Zion shall be taken up into my own bo-

som." Ancient Zion should be held in re-

serve until the day of rest should come,

"then," said the Lord to Enoch, "thou and

all thy city shall descend upon the earth,

and your prayers shall be answered."

They have been gone, as I have al-

ready stated, about five thousand years.

What have they been doing? All that

we know concerning this subject is what

has been revealed through the great and

mighty Prophet of the last days, Joseph

Smith—that unlearned youth whomGod

raised up to bring forth the Book of

Mormon and to establish this latter-day

Church. He has told us that they have

been ministering angels during all that

time. To whom? To those of the terres-

trial order, if you can understand that

expression. God gave them the desires

of their hearts, the same as he gave to

the three Nephites, to whom he gave

the privilege, according to their request,

of remaining and bringing souls unto

Christ while the world should stand.

Even so, he granted to the people of

Enoch their desire to becomeministering

spirits unto those of the terrestrial or-

der until the earth should rest and they

should again return to it.

Joseph inquired concerning their con-

dition, whether they were subject to

death during that period, and was in-

formed, as you will find in the history of

this Church, as printed in theMillennial

Star and other publications thereof, that

these personages have to pass through

a change equivalent to that of death;

notwithstanding their translation from

the earth, a certain change has to be

wrought upon them that is equivalent,

to death, and probably equivalent also to

the resurrection of the dead. But before

that change comes they minister in their

office unto those of another order, that is

the terrestrial order. Strangers will not

understand perhaps what we mean by

the terrestrial order. If they will take the

opportunity of reading the doctrines of

this Church, as laid down in the revela-

tions given through Joseph Smith, they

will learn what our views are in rela-

tion to this matter. God revealed by vi-

sion the different orders of being in the

eternal worlds. One class, the highest of

all, is called the celestial; another class,

the next to the celestial in glory, power,

might and dominion, is called the ter-

restrial; another class, still lower than

the terrestrial in glory and exaltation, is

called the telestial. This middle class,

whose glory is typified by the glory of our

moon in the firmament of the heavens as

compared with the sun, are those who

once dwelt on this or some other creation

and, if they have had the Gospel laid be-

fore them they have not had a full oppor-

tunity of receiving it; or they have not


