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but those who truly believe in the Lord

Jesus Christ as the Savior of the world;

those who believe that he died to redeem

the world and that he shed his blood to

atone for the sins of the world; those

who believe this and truly repent of all

their sins are the only subjects who are

justified before God in going down into

the waters of baptism, being immersed

in the water and brought forth again out

of the water, which is the new birth of

the water. It will do no person any good

to be baptized a hundred times if his

baptism is not connected with true faith

in God and in Jesus Christ, and in his

revelations and commandments; and un-

less he sincerely and truly repents of his

sins, reforms his life and enters into a

covenant with God to serve him in all

righteousness, humility, meekness and

lowliness of heart, his baptism would

be good for nothing, it would not be ac-

knowledged in heaven, it would not be

recorded in the archives of eternity to his

justification in the great judgment day.

Let me go still further, and say, that if

we have repented of and been baptized

for the remission of our sins, if we do not

seek after the birth of the spirit also, our

baptism will avail us nothing; they must

go hand in hand—the birth of the water

first and then the birth of the spirit.

What do we understand by the birth

of the spirit? I answer, that there is

a birth of the spirit, in other words,

those persons who receive the Holy

Ghost are filled with it, are immersed

within it, they are clothed upon there-

with, and consequently are born anew

of it, and they are without desires to

do evil, their desires to do that which

is wrong are taken away, and they be-

come new creatures in Christ Jesus, be-

ing born of the spirit, as well as being

born of the water. Here then are certain

laws, ordinances or principles, as a be-

ginning or starting point, by which we

may gain an entrance into that highest

glory of which I have been speaking.

Another thing to be considered in re-

ceiving these ordinances—I may be ever

so sincere and humble and ever so will-

ing to repent of my sins; I may have

ever so much faith in God and in his Son

Jesus Christ, and yet if I am not bap-

tized by a man holding divine author-

ity from God, having the right to baptize

me in the name of the Father and of the

Son and of the Holy Ghost, my baptism

will not be legal, it will not be the new

birth, and I cannot enter into the king-

dom of God, according to the words of Je-

sus. What then does it require to consti-

tute a man having divine authority? Can

anyone by a mere impression upon his

mind consider that he has divine author-

ity to baptize his fellows? No; it needs

a call from heaven, it needs a new rev-

elation cotemporary with the individu-

als that act, a revelation from God call-

ing the persons by name, setting them

apart, ordaining them and calling them

to officiate, commanding them to admin-

ister. Any other person who attempts

to administer baptism will not be ac-

knowledged in heaven. But a man hold-

ing the right by virtue of his divine call-

ing and ordination, and by virtue of the

power that God has bestowed upon him

and the commandment that God has re-

vealed to him, can go down and admin-

ister the baptism of water, and it will

be recognized in heaven; it will not only

be recorded on earth among the Saints

in the Church here on the earth, but

it will be recorded in the books of eter-

nity, the records that are kept on high,

and in that day, when all men shall be

judged out of the books that are writ-

ten, it will be found that the books kept


