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to secure them by obeying the celestial

law.

Inquires one—"Is there any remedy

for these illegal marriages that we en-

tered into before we heard the Gospel?"

Yes, God has ordained from before the

foundation of the world, laws and in-

stitutions adapted to the condition of

all the human family, which, when re-

vealed, if they are attended to by the

children of men, will bless and exalt

them, and consequently the propriety of

gathering. God has not revealed a law

in relation to marriage which may be of-

ficiated in everywhere, at random, with-

out any record; he has ordained that in

the last days, in Zion and in Jerusalem,

and in the remnant whom the Lord our

God shall call, there shall be deliver-

ance. Deliverance from what? From all

our former foolish traditions, and from

the powers of darkness and everything

evil. For this reason the people are

gathering up from the nations of the

earth, that they may be taught the law

of deliverance; that they may be taught,

legally and properly, how to become con-

nected as husbands and wives in the

sight of heaven; and inasmuch as our

children have been born unto us under

the covenants of the civil law, that our

marriages may be renewed under the

new covenant that God has revealed, and

be recorded and sealed on earth and in

heaven for the benefit of our children

and their posterity forever and ever. You

will find, when you learn further con-

cerning the celestial glory, Paul's words

to be true, that in that glory, those who

are in Godmust themselves be connected

in marriage; for says the Apostle Paul,

"the man is not without the woman in

the Lord, and the woman is not with-

out the man in the Lord." This is an

eternal principle, an eternal law per-

taining to that glory. You may try to

get the fullness thereof singlehanded,

but you can't do it, for God has made

this a point of order and law, that all

beings who are exalted to that highest

glory shall be united in the Lord, as hus-

band and wife.

Inquires one—"Do you mean that

such relationship is going to continue af-

ter this life in the eternal worlds?" Yes,

that which God has appointed and or-

dained in eternity, in relation to the cre-

ations and worlds that he has made,

must be fulfilled. There is no such thing

as a woman dwelling separately and in-

dependently, and inheriting a fullness of

the glory of heaven, or a man either; they

must be united together in the Lord.

Now you begin to understand a lit-

tle of the principle of marriage, as be-

lieved in by the Latter-day Saints. We

might point out a great many other prin-

ciples of the celestial law, necessary to

observe in order to attain the highest

glory, but as the heat is intense, it would

not be wisdom to detain you. Let me

say to my young brethren and sisters, do

not transgress the law of heaven. These

things could be done without any very

great condemnation by people abroad,

but when we are at the place where we

can be taught and instructed in the ways

of the Lord, if we then, with our eyes

wide open, go and get our marriages cel-

ebrated by the civil authorities of the

land alone, we shall find ourselves under

great condemnation. God will judge the

people according to the light they have,

and if you have been properly instructed

in regard to his laws and ordinances do

not transgress them, but attend to them

according to the order of heaven, as you

are instructed. Let all your marriages

be, not for time only, according to the

Gentile system of marriage, but let them

be covenants for eternity, and let them

be sealed upon you by a man of God


