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whether you have read the Book of Mor-

mon and the sermons or not, who is

there among you who does not know and

understand that the people called the

Saints of the Most High, or the disciples

of the Lord Jesus, must be of one heart

and of one mind? I do not think there

are any of you who do not know, feel and

understand this just as I do, and yet per-

haps you do not realize it. We can see

that it does not sit upon the hearts and

take hold of the affections of the people;

it does not break up every particle of the

fallow ground of their hearts so that they

can receive this into their affections and

bring forth fruit to the glory of God. If

those now before me, brethren and sis-

ters, who profess to be Latter-day Saints,

were of one heart and of one mind in the

sense of the Scripture that is given to us,

revealed in days of old and in our day,

we never should have to say to them—

Pay your Tithing; but the feeling of every

heart, and the language of everyone who

has come to years of discretion would be

if there is a Temple to be built—"What

can I do to forward this Temple? Do you

want my work? I have abundance for my

family to eat, they are capable of clothing

themselves with a little help from me, I

can spend all my time;" and the sisters

would say—"We can make the stockings

and the shirts, and we can make up the

cloth, if you will give it to us, for the

hands, and we can make their hats and,

if necessary, we can make their shoes." If

this was in the hearts and affections of

the people it would no longer be Tithing

alone, but the inquiry would be—"What

do you want? We have abundance."

We ask nothing but the labor of

the people, and if the Latter-day Saints

felt the importance of the mission

that is upon them, and of fulfilling

the requirements of heaven that are

resting upon them, you would see Tem-

ples rising here like magic; it would be

nothing but a breakfast spell for us to

build a Temple. How do you think those

feel who do understand the mind and

will of the Lord, and view the condition

of the Latter-day Saints as it really is?

Unless you see it by the Spirit, you know

nothing about it.

We can say to the Latter-day Saints,

it is the mind and will of God that we

organize according to the best plans and

patterns and system that we can get for

the present. We can do this, and thus far

give to the Latter-day Saints the mind

and will of the Lord; but we cannot make

a man or a woman yield to the will of

God unless they are disposed to. I can

plant, I can water, but I cannot give the

increase; I cannot cause the wheat and

corn to grow. It is true I can break up and

prepare the ground and cast the seed

therein, but I cannot cause it to grow,

that can only be done by the people hav-

ing willing hearts, ready minds, and a

disposition to go forth with a firm de-

termination and a willing hand to build

up the kingdom. I will do my part—I

have done it. Brother Erastus Snow has

made certain eulogistic remarks about

my career in the Church, but I will say

this with regard to Brother Brigham—

I do not know anything about what he

has earned, I never inquired about that

or about what he deserves. All I have

to do is to take good care of everything

that the Lord gives me, improve upon

every means of grace and every talent

he gives me, improve upon the visions

of the Spirit and speak the word of the

Lord to the people. My mind has been

and it is today, that there is not an El-

der in all Israel that can do his duty in

declaring the things of God to the na-


