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gates open, and I invite the Bishops and

all the brethren and sisters from dis-

tant places to go and see the beautiful

work we have done on that Temple; and

while you are inspecting what has been

done try and realize the amount of la-

bor and means that have been required

to accomplish it. Think of the millions

of dollars that King Solomon expended

in building the foundation of his Tem-

ple, and of the heavy tax it was upon

the people; and then, if you want to com-

pare his work with ours, think of the

manner in which we are carrying this

forth. I wish the Saints, also, when vis-

iting the Temple, to raise their hearts

in prayer to the Most High, that he will

bless the efforts that are being made to

rear a house to his holy name. We in-

vite all the brethren and sisters to con-

tribute their monthly offerings in money,

that these workmen may have a portion

of their wages in money, and such neces-

saries as cannot be obtained without it.

For a considerable portion of the present

season the Temple workmen have had

to do almost entirely with home prod-

ucts. Some of them have stuck to it faith-

fully, others have been compelled to quit.

In fact, for want of means, we were un-

der the necessity at one time of dismiss-

ing fifty hands. But we have kept the

work moving, and if the brethren will

go and see what we have done they can

but be surprised and delighted. It is

a glorious work, and one that is to be

dedicated to the Most High God. Then

let our hearts be lifted to him in prayer

that this work may continue, that we

may be protected from the wrath of our

enemies and from the vengeance of the

wicked one, and be able to complete this

Temple and dedicate it, that the glory

of the Lord may rest upon it, the vari-

ous quorums of the Priesthood be organ-

ized within it, and that we and our chil-

drenmay be permitted to enter its sacred

precincts, and receive the ordinances of

the Priesthood and the blessings of the

Gospel of peace which can be received

only in a Temple of the Lord.

I wish to bear my testimony to the

principles of the Gospel which have been

revealed. I never wish to stand before

the Saints without doing that, for when

I was called as one of the first Seventies

to bear testimony to the people, I lifted

my hand to heaven and said—"If I ever

forget to bear testimony to the Gospel

of Jesus Christ and the true mission of

Joseph Smith, let my right hand forget

its cunning and my tongue cleave to the

roof of my mouth." From that day to this

I always remember to bear my testimony

when I address the people, for I know

that this Gospel and plan of salvation,

revealed by Joseph Smith and taught by

the Apostles of this Church, is true. Men

may say that Brigham Young and the El-

ders of this Church are impostors; but

I know that they were called by revela-

tion and ordained and set apart to do this

work through Joseph Smith, and they

are the servants of the Most High God.

They were called to proclaim the Gospel

and to administer its ordinances, and

with all their hearts they have labored

to accomplish the work assigned them.

It is written that "Elias was a man

subject to like passions as we are, and

he prayed earnestly that it might not

rain; and it rained not on the earth

by the space of three years and six

months." This shows that a man of

like passions to ourselves may obtain

faith to perform great and good works,

to give wise instructions, to proclaim

the principles of the everlasting Gospel,

to bear testimony to the truth, to ad-


