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every one of them, notwithstanding the 
intelligence possessed by mankind, and 
their centuries of experience, contain the 
seeds of their own dissolution, and, in the 
providence of God, they are all destined, in 
their times and in their seasons, to be su-
perseded by the government and kingdom 
of God upon the earth—a fact at which 
every human being should rejoice. But do 
they? Does even that portion of the world 
termed Christian rejoice in the ushering 
in of the kingdom of God upon the earth? 
I am sorry to say, and chagrined for hu-
manity at being compelled to say, that all 
Christendom, almost to a unit, perhaps as 
much a unit on that subject as upon any 
one thing, although they have the Bible in 
their hands, are opposed to the establish-
ment of the government of God upon the 
earth. What folly, absurdity and inconsis-
tency on the part of so-called Christendom 
to oppose that which was devised in the 
wisdom of the Gods in the eternal worlds 
and which, in its very nature and consti-
tution, is calculated to benefit and to pro-
mote, to the utmost possible degree, the 
welfare of mankind in all their relations!

What about the government under 
which we live? Why, it is one of the very 
best, as to its form, that the human family 
have ever devised. It was founded by ex-
cellent, honorable, upright, liberal and 
high-minded men who, in framing the 
Constitution, were measurably inspired 
by that Holy Spirit which our Father in 
the heavens bestows upon whom he will. 
That is the view that we, as Latter-day 
Saints, have in regard to the fundamen-
tal or basic instrument of the govern-
ment of the United States termed the 
Constitution; and however much we may 
be misrepresented, maligned or lied about 
in regard to that matter, as a people we are

loyal to that constitution to the minutest 
principle therein contained. We  under-
stand that constitution—its spirit as well as 
its letter—and, so far as it is observed, it 
is a very excellent instrument for the con-
ducting of human affairs. We are a people 
that uphold that constitution, and we ever 
have done so, and take great pleasure in 
doing so, and so also with every consti-
tutional law; and I am at the defiance of 
the wide world to truthfully controvert the 
statement that we, as Latter-day Saints, 
have ever transgressed one single particle of 
constitutional law, or have ever had any oc-
casion to do so, or ever will have in obey-
ing the principles of the Gospel and labor-
ing to build up and establish the kingdom 
of God on the earth. What do you think of 
that? The world will tell you that we are a 
terrible set, that we are disloyal, ignorant, 
stupid, fanatical, bigoted, deceivers and 
deceived, and in all these statements and 
as many more about the Latter-day Saints, 
the world will lie like the devil.

Now, you heard me say constitu-
tional law. Mark it well. I understand, 
as a general thing, somewhat of what I 
am saying when I speak, and I made use 
of the expression understandingly. The 
constitutional laws of this government, 
what are they? They are laws enacted 
in pursuance of the principles couched 
in that constitution under the author-
ity given the Congress of our nation to 
enact laws for the whole United States, 
and to make treaties for our govern-
ment. All that is beyond that one hair’s 
breadth is just that far usurpation, tyr-
anny and wrong. Have we obeyed that, 
more or less? Oh, no doubt; we have 
had to do so now these many years. In 
the days of the stripling Joseph, when he 
was first called of God to bring forth this
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