
great latter-day work that the Lord our 
God has set his hand to accomplish, he 
was assailed unconstitutionally, so far as 
the constitution of the State of New York 
was concerned, by the citizens of that State; 
and again, the same thing occurred in 
Ohio, in Missouri, and, finally, in Illinois, 
where, contrary to the plighted faith of the 
governor of the State, he was slain by a 
mob, because, according to their own testi-
mony, the law could not reach him, for he 
had lived above it. What right, then, had 
they to assail or interrupt him? No right 
whatever.

Now, we as a people, left the States, 
and I may say we left Christendom, from 
the simple fact that we were obliged to do 
so in order to live our religion. But would 
they let us alone after we had left the 
States? No. After having aided in the con-
quest of the very region to which we fled 
to avoid persecution and religious tyran-
ny, they were not satisfied even then to 
leave us unmolested to worship the true 
and living God according to the dictates 
of our own consciences; but they have 
followed us as a nation, and are follow-
ing us to this day—a professed Christian 
nation is trying to force upon us the tyr-
anny and oppression of unconstitutional 
law, administered by officers for whose 
appointment there is not a scintilla of 
right under the constitution. What do 
you think of that? And we are enduring 
their interference with our domestic af-
fairs with as much patience as we may. 
We have endured these things with con-
siderable patience for many long years, 
and I trust that we shall still be able to 
do so, realizing that patience is one of the 
great requirements of our Father concern-
ing us as his children. He desires that we 
should be long-suffering towards those 
who seek to afflict and oppress us, as

he is long-suffering towards the human 
family in their wickedness and wayward-
ness, and we must become like unto him in 
these respects if we are his; and if we expect 
to become perfect in our sphere as he is 
in his, we not only have to be patient and 
long-suffering, but we shall have to contin-
ue in patience and long-suffering. Will we 
do so? I trust so, knowing the blindness, 
ignorance, bigotry, superstition, and con-
sequent intolerance of our fellow beings; 
knowing also that they as well as we are an-
swerable to the Lord our God, being care-
ful, while leaving events in the hands of the 
Supreme Ruler, that our conduct, day by 
day, is such that it will bear, not only the 
strictest examination and scrutiny of our 
fellow beings, but also of our Father and 
his angels; realizing, also, now as ancient-
ly, that whosoever will live godly in Christ 
Jesus, must needs suffer persecution. Do 
not forget that this is in the very nature 
of things, from the simple fact that, in or-
der to constitute this a probation, wicked-
ness has been permitted upon the earth, 
and hence good and evil; and wickedness 
is and ever has been aggressive, tyrannical, 
oppressive, cruel and murderous, and so 
it will ever continue to be. Do not forget 
these plain facts, and when you hear the 
wicked lie, and see them strive to oppress 
you and to deprive you of your rights do 
not get impatient about it and fancy that 
it is anything new, but remember that it 
has ever been so since the days of Cain, 
and that it will continue until wickedness 
is swept from this footstool of Jehovah, 
and not before that time can we hope to 
cease to be oppressed and wronged. And 
this is necessary to prove whether we  
will endure all things, as the great Cap-
tain, pattern, and exemplar of our faith 
and the great High Priest of our salvation
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