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has never failed to do his and fulfill his

promises. We have the power to carry

on this work and to perfect ourselves,

and also to perform a labor for our ben-

efit and for the benefit of our friends

who lived before us, who did not have

such an opportunity as we have. This

should be impressed upon our minds,

and we should not suffer ourselves to ne-

glect any duty that is incumbent upon

us, whether for our benefit or for the

benefit of those who have lived before

us. When we pass behind the veil and

meet with our friends, if we can tell

them that, while we were in the flesh,

we attended to and performed certain

ordinances and ceremonies in their be-

half which they, while here, had not the

privilege of attending to and performing

for themselves, and which they had not

power to accomplish in the spirit world,

it certainly will be a matter of rejoicing

to us and also to them; but if, on meeting

them there, we have to admit that we ne-

glected to do that for their benefit which

it had been in our power to attend to, we

shall not feel pleasant, and our friends

will most assuredly be disappointed.

In speaking of the Temples now in

course of erection in which to perform

the ordinances for the dead, our hearts

ought to be inspired with determinations

to do all we can to push them forward

to completion, that, in our day, while we

yet live in the flesh, we may have the

privilege of doing a work therein for our

dead friends as well as for ourselves. All

these things are before us, and our eyes

should be single to the glory of God, and

our hearts set upon building up his king-

dom upon the earth, and not upon ob-

jects that do not tend in this direction.

I have felt, for many years, that I was

not safe in any place or upon any errand,

and had no business to be engaged in

any labor, no matter what it might be,

unless that business, errand or labor was

directed by the Priesthood; and I feel to-

day that all the labors and operations of

the Latter-day Saints, temporal and spir-

itual, ought to be organized and directed

by the Priesthood which God has estab-

lished to lead his people. If our labors are

thus directed they will tell in the right

direction—for the upbuilding of the king-

dom of God, and not for the promotion

of evil upon the earth. This is a thing

against which we should be continually

on our guard. Human nature is weak,

and many people when brought in con-

tact with evil influences are liable to be

led away, they are in danger, and the

best, the safest policy is to keep away

from dangerous ground and beyond the

range of evil, and we should not associate

with those whose influence is evil.

Our lives are made up of small items,

of labors performed a little at a time.

If our acts are good, if our words are

such that the righteous can approve of

them, we need not fear when they are

summed up and judgment rendered, for

our lives having been spent in the per-

formance of good deeds, it will be all

right with us, and if we have this con-

sciousness we can rejoice wherever we

are. I can bear testimony that I have

never been disappointed when I have

been engaged in the work of the Lord,

and in carrying out the counsels of his

servants unto me. I can bear testimony

that this is the work of God, and that

Joseph Smith was a Prophet of God,

that Brigham Young is a Prophet of God,

and that the Gospel which they have

preached to the Latter-day Saints is the

Gospel of the Son of God; and inas-

much as we live according to its pre-

cepts we shall be delivered from evil.

Salvation is revealed in the Gospel, and


