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that salvation commenced to be received
by us when we obeyed it. We can be
freed from our sins when we learn and
obey the truth, for in the Gospel there is
deliverance from sin if we will but apply
its principles to our lives. When we find
a difficulty in the midst of the people, it
is simply because some one or more have
done that which they ought not to have
done, and had they applied the principles
of the Gospel applicable to that particu-
lar case, the difficulty might have been
avoided. When we practice the principles
of this Gospel to perfection, we shall be de-
livered from evil, whether in this world or
in the world to come. For instance, if no
murders are committed, none of the evils
will be experienced which grow out of that
crime; if the people generally would cease
lying, the evils now resulting because of the
great prevalence of falsehood in the world
would be unknown. And so we might enu-
merate all of the evils that are committed
by the human family and say that, if the
principles of the Gospel of Christ were
universally observed, the evils of every kind
now so abundant in all parts of the world
would be known no more. Then it is for
us, to whom this Gospel has been revealed,
to learn what is right, and to be faithful
in practicing it, and the more faithful we
are in applying ourselves to this important
duty, the more speedily will evil disappear
from amongst us, and the salvation prom-
ised by the Gospel be by us enjoyed, and
that is precisely what we want—a present
as well as an eternal salvation by an appli-
cation of the principles of the Gospel to
our daily lives.

If this course were pursued by mankind
generally, it would soon bring about a millen-
nium, or that still more happy time spoken
of by the Prophets, when the knowledge of
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God shall cover the earth as the waters
cover the great deep, and when men all the
world over are friends and brothers. This
is the direction in which the practice of
the principles of the Gospel leads us, and a
continued and close attention thereto will
enable us to overcome every imperfection.
At the same time our heavenly Father is
disposed to try those who profess to have
taken upon them the name of Christ, and,
in fact, he is trying us continually in or-
der to prove whether we will serve him in
all things. If an evil is presented before us,
we must either receive or reject it. If we re-
ject it we have overcome; if we accept it,
we are overcome of evil. And we may say
that we have continually a trial before us,
and it is for us to be on our guard that we
enter not into temptation, and that we are
not overcome, no matter in what guise or
how temptingly evil may present itself to
us. We need to be valiant before the Lord,
valiant in testimony, valiant in keeping
his commandments, valiant in rejecting
every evil principle and practice that may
be presented before us; and if this is our
course, and we continue therein, the time
will come when we will be counted worthy
of an inheritance and exaltation among the
sanctified in the presence of our Father.

I feel to rejoice in the principles of the
Gospel that the Lord has revealed to us,
and that, many years ago I had the privi-
lege of hearing and obeying them. I can
say that, from that time until the present,
I have never had the first moment’s sor-
row because of anything that I have been
called to pass through in connection with
the Gospel, and I hope I never shall. My
experience in this cause and kingdom has
been a source of continual rejoicing, and
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