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gelists and other officers placed in the

Church for in former days? Paul tells us

for the perfecting of the Saints, for the

work of the ministry, and for the edifying

of the body of Christ until we all come to

a unity of the faith, to the knowledge of

the Son of God, unto the fullness of the

stature of a perfect man in Christ, that

we be no more children, tossed about

with every wind of doctrine, and the cun-

ning craftiness whereby men lie in wait

to deceive, and that we may grow up in

him, our living head, in all things. What

are Apostles, Prophets, Evangelists, Pas-

tors, Teachers, &c., placed in the Church

now for? For precisely the same rea-

sons that they were then, only much

more so, for they were connected with a

system that had to succumb to the ad-

versary, and to be rooted out—a certain

power was to rise up and was to prevail

against them; but it is not so with us—

our course is onward. We are connected

with that little stone that was hewn out

of the mountain without hands, and that

was to continue to roll until it filled the

whole earth. That is the position that we

occupy, and it is said that the kingdom

shall not be given into the hands of an-

other people.

These several officers, we are told,

were placed in the Church for the per-

fecting of the Saints—we need their

labors; they are for the work of the

ministry—we need a little of it; they are

for the edifying of the body of Christ—

we need edifying. How long? Until

we all come in the unity of the faith,

and until we are perfect in the knowl-

edge of the Son of God. We are not

quite there yet. There is a little fal-

tering, shaking, tottering and stumbling

like babes amongst us once in a while,

and we need the sustaining hand, and

instruction of God to support us and

help us to pass along in the path marked

out for us. He has led us along re-

markably, and he has united us to a cer-

tain extent in many things, and there

is something pleasant and delightful in

union. We have done a good deal in be-

ing united. Here are many of these El-

ders around me who have been ready,

in any moment, to go anywhere, just as

these Elders who have been called today

to go to the States, England, Scotland,

France, Germany, Spain, Portugal, or

any other part of the earth, to preach the

Gospel, build up settlements or what-

ever else they are required to do in or-

der to further the purposes and to build

up the kingdom of God upon the earth.

I was very much pleased at a meeting

we had the other evening in the Taber-

nacle, to learn that over three hundred

men could be found who would go down

to St. George this winter, find their own

food and work as teamsters, carpenters,

stonecutters, and in other callings nec-

essary to forward the work on the Tem-

ple. That shows there is something like

union among the Latter-day Saints. I

like to see principles of that kind operat-

ing among us, it shows that we possess a

portion of the spirit of the work, and that

we appreciate the Gospel. And we have

done a good deal of this kind of thing

heretofore. Many of you remember what

took place when we left Far West. When

our people there had been robbed of ev-

erything that the thieves could get hold

of, they put the balance of their means

together to help one another out, until

there was not a man left who wanted to

leave the State. We agreed to do that and

we did it. Then, afterwards, when we

left Nauvoo, we covenanted, in the Tem-

ple that we built there, that we would

never cease our endeavors until every

man who wanted to leave that coun-


