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tion that we ought to occupy, and that is

what we are after. It is no little boys' play

that we are engaged in, it is a lifelong

service, and that life will last while eter-

nity endures. We want to operate here

all the time, so that we may have our

own approving conscience, that we may

have the approval of all good, honorable

men; that we may have the sanction and

approval of God and of the holy angels,

and of the Priesthood who have lived be-

fore, and that we may feel that we are

operating for the general benefit of the

world that was, that is, or is to come.

We are called upon once in a while to

take a new step in this great work. At

one time it was polygamy, at another it

was baptism for the dead, then it was

building Temples, then certain endow-

ments, then the sealing of our children

to us, then certain promises made to our-

selves, such as God made to Abraham

in former days, and now it is that we

must get a little closer together, and be

more united in regard to our temporal

affairs, that we may be prepared to act

and to operate in all things according to

the mind and will of God and this step

in advance, like every other, has caused

us to reflect and ponder, and many of us

are full of fears and doubts in relation

to many things and many men. Well,

have we all done right? No. Have we

all been strictly honest? No. Have we

all lived our religion? No. Have we all

been upright in our dealings one with an-

other, and done that which is right in the

sight of God? No, we have not. What

then? Shall we continue to do wrong?

We are called upon, in this as in many

other things, to take a new step that is

contrary to our traditions, ideas and the-

ories but not contrary to the doctrines

that have been taught to the Latter-

day Saints. But we hardly know, some-

times, how to get at these things, how to

fix them up, how to put them right. We

have been trying, since God moved upon

his servant Brigham, to get things into

order, but the ship moves very slowly,

there seems to be a good many snags of

one kind or other in the way. Many peo-

ple are very much misinformed in rela-

tion to many of these things. There have

been a good many things said, and a

greatmany ideas in circulation about the

order of things that it is desired should

be established among us. I will tell you

some of my ideas in relation thereto.

In the first place, it has been a mat-

ter of fact with me, for years and years,

that such a state of things has to be

introduced amongst us. I think that

is an opinion that prevails very gener-

ally among the Latter-day Saints, and

I do not think there is much difference

of opinion in relation to it. We have

read about it in the Book of Doctrine

and Covenants. I think there are as

many as a dozen revelations in that book

in reference to this subject, and per-

haps more than that. I do not pro-

pose to quote them, however, at the

present time. We read an account of the

City of Enoch, which was established on

this principle, and how the people acted

there; there is also an account of a peo-

ple who formerly lived on this continent,

who carried out the same principle; and

when this Church was first organized by

Joseph Smith, these very principles were

among the first that he introduced to the

people, and we have had them before us

all the time, so that we have no need to

begin and argue the points at all; but I

want to come right to matters of fact as

they exist among us here today.

Many say, "I do not like the thing

as it now is, I wish we had it as it

is laid down in the Book of Doctrine


