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words—"You shall not judge by your own

natural wisdom; you shall not judge ac-

cording to the outward appearance; but

it shall be that judgment which the Fa-

ther shall give unto you." Now, the Lord

judgesmankind according to the law and

the testimony. The revealed law is deliv-

ered to the people, and those to whom

it is revealed will be judged by that

law, hence Jesus says—"My words shall

judge you at the last day." It is not the

tradition of the children of men that is

going to judge the world, that is not the

law. The traditions of the children of men

are one thing, and the law is another

thing; popular ideas are one thing and

the law of God is another thing. We are

not to be judged by the creeds, doctrines,

disciplines and articles of faith invented

by uninspired men, but by the pure law

of God as it issued forth from his own

mouth and by the mouths of his ancient

Prophets and Apostles. The testimonies

will be forthcoming, one of which will

be the record, the books that are writ-

ten. Every idle word that is spoken, ev-

ery idle thought that has ever entered

into the hearts of man will be written

and brought up, and out of that record

of our conduct—our thoughts, words and

deeds—will we be judged.

Now, if there is to be a vast num-

ber of individuals engaged in the work of

judgment, it may be a speedy work; for

let all mankind be classified—a certain

portion delivered over to the Apostles

of ancient days, another portion to the

Twelve chosen from among the ancient

Nephites, another portion delivered over

to the Saints who lived in the first ages of

the world, another portion to the Saints

who lived after the flood, and another

portion to the Latter-day Saints, and let

all be engaged in this work of judging the

human family and the work can speedily

be accomplished. It may require years,

and it may be accomplished, perhaps, in

less than one year, that is a matter that

we cannot decide upon now. There is to

be, however, a prior judgment to the final

judgment day, and we will speak upon

that awhile.

There is a certain degree of judg-

ment rendered upon every man and ev-

ery woman as soon as they have passed

the ordeals of this present probation.

When they lay their bodies down their

spirits return into the presence of God,

when a decree of judgment and sentence

is immediately passed. Hence we read

in the Book of Mormon, that the spirits

of all men, as soon as they depart from

this mortal body, return home again to

that God who gave them life, and then

shall it come to pass that the spirits of

the righteous shall enter into a state of

rest, peace and happiness, called Par-

adise, where they shall rest from all

their labors. And then shall it come to

pass that the spirits of the wicked—for

behold they have no part or portion of

the spirit of the Lord—shall depart into

outer darkness, where there is weeping,

and wailing and gnashing of teeth; and

in these two states or conditions the chil-

dren of men shall be placed until the

time of the resurrection.

Then again there will be a judgment

after the resurrection, that will not be

the final judgment, that is the judgment

of the twelve tribes of Israel, spoken of by

our Savior, which will take place when

he and the Twelve return again to the

earth. That judgment will be exercised

more directly on the whole house of Is-

rael that have loved the Lord and kept

his commandments.

Here then are the various times of

judgment, the various conditions and


