
THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST, ETC. 189

The religion or Gospel of Jesus Christ

is a very unpopular thing, and has been

in every age of the world. Show me a

man who was ever inspired of the Lord

God of Israel to do a work for him who

was popular. You cannot find such a man

in the whole history of the world. You

may take Noah, who was about a hun-

dred and twenty years building an ark,

and how many friends did he have? I

think about seven in all. Lot was very

unpopular the morning he left Sodom

and Gomorrah, and so have been all the

Patriarchs and Prophets in every age of

the world. Jesus Christ, when he came

to Jerusalem, the Son of God, the Sav-

ior of the world, the great Shiloh of the

Jews, came to his own father's house, yet

there was not a man more despised in

all Judea and Jerusalem than was Jesus

Christ, from the day of his birth until he

came to the cross. Why is this? Because

men love darkness rather than light—

because their deeds are evil. The Lord

Almighty, in the last days, has set his

hand to carry out and fulfill his words

for the past five or six thousand years,

given through the mouths of his servants

the Prophets and Apostles whenever he

has had them on the earth. He has

commenced this work and he will per-

form it, for, as brother Taylor has justly

said, there is no power on the earth

that can stay his hand, for the simple

reason that God controls the destinies

of all men—kings, princes, rulers, pres-

idents, statesmen, governors, nations,

tongues and people, upon the face of the

whole earth, and men are placed in a

position where they are under the ne-

cessity of exercising faith in God in or-

der to build up his kingdom. Read the

eleventh chapter of Hebrews, and you

will find that, beginning with the cre-

ation of the world, everything has been

accomplished by faith. The whole of the

work of all the ancient Patriarchs and

Prophets was accomplished by the exer-

cise of this principle; and it is just so in

the last dispensation of the fullness of

times. When God sent angels to Joseph

Smith, he knew and understood, by the

teachings given unto him, what he had

to perform in a measure. The Lord called

him to do a work, and raised him up for

this purpose. Was Joseph Smith popu-

lar among men? No, never, he was per-

secuted until the day of his death, until

he sealed his testimony with his blood.

But the persecution against him, and the

unbelief of the world, do not make the

truth of God without effect. The Lord

has carried out and fulfilled all these

prophecies from the commencement un-

til now; there never has been a jot or tit-

tle allowed to fall unfulfilled; there never

was a revelation, from the days of father

Adam until this, given by the inspiration

of the Holy Ghost through the mouth of

Patriarch or Prophet that will fall unful-

filled. Though the heavens and the earth

pass away, these things will not fail of

their fulfillment, and, as brother Taylor

has said, the world cannot stay the work

of God. They never have done, and they

never will.

This is a different dispensation from

all others. God has set to his hand

to build up his kingdom and Zion, and

that kingdom and Zion must be built

up, or the revelations of God will fall

unfulfilled. The Bible is full of these

teachings, and they must have their ful-

fillment, and I bear testimony to their

truth. The Bible is true, and its prophe-

cies were spoken by holy men of old

as they were moved upon by the Holy

Ghost. The revelations of Isaiah con-

cerning the building up of the Zion of

God in the last days will have their ful-


