
for anybody else? Yes, they pray for ev-
erybody—for President Grant, Judge 
McKean, the Governor of Utah, and every 
man holding official positions here, as well 
as for Brigham Young and the Apostles. 
These prayers ascend before the Lord and 
they will be heard and answered.

Talk about Brigham Young and Joseph 
Smith, how many have said to Joseph 
Smith—“How on the earth do you gov-
ern and control this people? How easy 
you do it!” Our enemies, today, look at 
Brigham Young, and they say—“If he 
would only die, Mormonism would stop;” 
but in this they are mistaken. This work 
does not depend upon President Young; 
it did not depend upon Joseph Smith. 
All the world thought if they could only 
slay Joseph Smith there would be an end 
of Mormonism, and so there would have 
been had it not been the work of God 
Almighty; if it had been the work of man 
it would long since have ceased to exist 
on the earth. The power that has sus-
tained this work from the beginning sus-
tains it now. As brother Taylor has said, 
all the holy Prophets and Apostles who 
have been slain on the earth for the tes-
timony of Jesus and the word of God, 
and who now sit on the right hand of 
God in the heavens, are just as much 
engaged in carrying on the work of God 
here as when they lived in the flesh, and 
more so, because they have more light 
and power. And Jesus Christ, himself, 
who died on the cross, and after his res-
urrection visited the other sheep of his 
fold on this continent, and offered the 
Gospel to Jew and Gentile, that same 
Jesus is pleading with the Father today, 
and has been from the day his body lay 
in the tomb, to carry out and fulfill his 
purposes and to accomplish his work in 
our day and generation. We are not alone

in our efforts to carry on the work of God. 
If the eyes of the world were open, they 
would see that there are more for us than 
against us. We are only, in one sense of the 
word, worms of the dust in the hands of 
God. This work does not depend on any 
man or set of men. The Lord Almighty has 
set his hand to accomplish his purposes, 
and he is feeling after the honest and meek 
throughout the world, in order to find 
those who are willing to take hold and help 
to build up his kingdom in the latter days. 
He has found a few, and he will find many 
more.

How has it been with Joseph Smith, 
Brigham Young, the Apostles, and thou-
sands of the Elders of Israel who have 
gone forth to preach the Gospel to the 
world without purse or scrip, offering the 
word of life and salvation without mon-
ey and without price? They have carried 
their knapsacks on their backs, or with 
valise in hand have traveled thousands 
and thousands of miles for this purpose. 
They have been inspired to do this by the 
power of the Most High God, and that 
inspiration has sustained them all the way 
through; it has upheld this Church from 
the time it came forth until this hour, 
and will unto its consummation. We 
came in here on the 24th of July, 1847, 
having been driven from our homes, the 
graves of our fathers, and from lands we 
purchased from the general Government 
because of the word of God and the tes-
timony of Jesus Christ, or, in other 
words, because of our religion. We came 
here and found a barren desert, contain 
ing nothing but a few roving Indians,  
coyote wolves, crickets and grasshoppers. 
There was no mark of the Anglo Saxon 
race or of the white man here then, but 
the whole region of country was a desert of 
the most forbidding and desolate charac-
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