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ter. Now when strangers come up to Zion
on this great highway, cast up in fulfill-
ment of the revelations of God, what do
they see? They see no longer a desert,
but a belt, for six hundred miles, of
cities, towns, villages, orchards, fields
and crops. Who has done this? The Lord
God of Israel has inspired his Saints
to do it. President Young has been
led, guided, counseled and moved upon
by the Holy Ghost and by the revela-
tions of Jesus Christ, and that which
strangers now behold in this Taberna-
cle, and throughout this Territory is in
fulfillment of that volume of revelation
which you can read in the prophecies of
Isaiah and others of the Prophets and
Patriarchs. These things are true and
your eyes can see them, whether you be-
lieve them or not has nothing to do with
it. I will tell you that if this work had
not been of God, and God had not borne
testimony to the preaching of the Elders,
we might have preached until we had
been as old as Methuselah and we could
not have gathered the people from al-
most every nation under heaven as we
have done, according to the predictions
of the ancient Prophets contained in the
Bible. But the Lord has never disap-
pointed anybody so far as his work is
concerned. It did not stop after the death
of Joseph, and it never will on account of
the death of any man, Prophet, Apostle
or any other man, for it is in the hands
of God, and he has decreed that it shall
stand forever, and that it shall extend
until its dominion becomes universal.
We do not see today what we saw
twenty-four years ago, and we do not
see today what will be seen twenty-
four years hence; there will be no
stoppage to the building up of the
Zion of God, or to the carrying out
of his work. Joseph Smith was a
Prophet of God, raised up by the

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

Lord Almighty, and the inspiration of
God guided and sustained him to the
day of his death. He sealed his tes-
timony with his blood, and that testi-
mony is in force upon all the world. This
record which I hold in my hands (Book
of Doctrine and Covenants) contains the
revelations of God, and in one of them
the Lord says—"Let earth and hell com-
bine against you, and they shall not pre-
vail, the kingdom is yours—I have given
it into your hands—and you are called
upon to build it up." The Lord is at the
helm to govern, guide and control this
work, and he will do so unto the end.

Now when men undertake to fight
against this work, as brother Taylor has
said, they fight against God; it is not
against Brigham Young, the Apostles or
this people alone, but it is against God.
Every man will be rewarded according
to his works. Our prayers go up be-
fore God day and night, that he will ex-
ecute justice, judgment, righteousness
and truth, that he will sustain every-
thing that leads to good, and does good,
and that he will overthrow all that lead
to evil and do evil; and we are assured
by revelation that the Lord will hear and
answer our prayers. The Lord is with
this people; but as Latter-day Saints, I
do not think that we always prize our
privileges. We are called upon to perform
a work; the Lord has placed this work in
our hands, and we are held responsible
before the heavens and the earth to use
the talents—the light and truth, which
have been committed into our hands.

What is this life? What are the things
of this life? The Latter-day Saints are
living for things the other side of the
veil, the same as all servants of God have
done in every age of the world. Now is it
not a curiosity that so few of the human



