
SAINTS ARE LIVING WITNESSES, ETC. 201

tions of Almighty God, to teach the peo-

ple the way of life, to point out to them

the path by which they may regain the

presence of their Father and God. Such

is the testimony I have had, such a tes-

timony I have at the present time. I

am aware that to some it seems incredi-

ble, and that in their ears it sounds pre-

posterous to utter such words, and espe-

cially does it seem so to those who con-

sider that they are living in the blaze of

the Christian religion, for the large ma-

jority of that class of people will not for a

moment entertain the idea that God will

ever again speak to men upon the earth,

or inspire them as he did anciently. They

believe the day as gone by when such

things can be, and that, having the Bible

in their possession, it is no more nec-

essary for God to make known his will

to man. I am aware that the Christian

world view it in this light, but I can-

not help that, I am not responsible for

them, nor they for me. I stand for myself

and am supported by the evidence which

I have received from Almighty God. If

they can testify to me that the Christian

religion is true, I can, in turn, testify

to them that God has revealed himself,

that he has again spoken to men upon

the earth, and that they hear his voice

just as much as Isaiah, Ezekiel or any of

the Prophets of ancient days. This is my

testimony, and I know it to be true. By

the same Spirit that revealed unto Peter

his Lord and Savior I know that Jesus is

the Christ. This has not become knowl-

edge with me through the testimony of

others alone. I sought and received that

testimony for myself. Said Jesus unto

Peter, "Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona,

for flesh and blood hath not revealed it

unto thee, but my Father which is in

heaven;" and I testify to you this day,

that that same God has revealed unto me

that these things are true, that this is

the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and that

this people represent the kingdom of

God which Daniel and others of the

ancient Prophets said should be estab-

lished upon the earth in the latter days.

That is the testimony which I have to of-

fer here this morning. If I stood alone in

this matter, and there was no other per-

son who could bear the same testimony

perhaps people would be justified in dis-

believing me, that is, if I gave them no

evidence of the truth of my words; but

when the proof is positive and the evi-

dences incontrovertible; when there are

scores of thousands of people gathered

from as well as scattered through the na-

tions of the earth who can rise as one per-

son and bear this testimony, the nations

of the earth will be condemned if they re-

ject it.

It is true that Joseph Smith was an

unsupported witness in some respects of

the Gospel which he had to reveal unto

the human family. He came forth a boy,

alone; his testimony was given to the

world, and God, in his wonderful prov-

idences, fulfilled the words of that boy,

and others were induced to believe what

he told them. He told the people that if

they would obey the will of the Father, if

they would repent of their sins, be bap-

tized for the remission of them and have

hands laid upon them for the reception

of the Holy Ghost, they should receive

it, and it should be a witness unto them

that his words were true and faithful.

Have the words of Joseph Smith been

fulfilled in this and in other respects? I

answer yes. He bore this mission unto

the people, and it, with its promises,

came to me, and I obeyed it, doing as

I was told in order that I might obtain

the evidences of the Holy Spirit. Did

I obtain them? Yes I did; and here

is a congregation before me, the repre-


