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sentatives of a great people, who can bear 
witness with me this day that the words of 
Joseph the Prophet were true and faithful 
to this generation. Our testimony is not 
unsupported, for I have gone forth into 
the midst of the nations of the earth, and 
have stood before strangers and have said 
unto them—“If you desire the knowledge 
that the Prophets who were with Jesus on 
the earth possessed, if you will do those 
things which have been commanded you 
shall know of the doctrine whether I speak 
of myself, or of God who sent me.” I have 
borne this testimony hundreds of times 
to the nations of the earth, because I was 
sent forth to do it, and I had a testimony 
that it was my mission to testify of these 
things. What has been the result of the 
Elders going to the nations of the earth 
and bearing this testimony? We see be-
fore us a mighty people gathered in these 
mountains. There is scarcely an adult who 
has been gathered here who came with any 
other purpose but to build up the king-
dom of God, because of the inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit which he or she received 
through obedience to the words which 
were declared unto them. If any have gath-
ered here with any other purpose they are 
not in this Church, or if they are they will 
not remain in it very long. This people 
have gathered here by scores of thousands, 
cannot those who are not of us put their 
prejudices to one side for a moment and 
take a fair and impartial view of the cir-
cumstances which surround us? Cannot 
the world look upon the Latter-day Saints 
and ask themselves—“Is it possible for men 
to make these promises, and yet be impos-
tors and deceive the people to the extent 
they have?” Have the Elders deceived the 
people? It looks to me like folly in the ex-
treme for people to entertain such an idea.

Have we deceived the people? No sirs, we 
have not. Were those words false which 
were uttered by the Elders when they 
called upon the people to repent? No. The 
people verily received that testimony of the 
truth of this work by the inspiration of the 
Holy Ghost which was promised them by 
the Elders, and that is the reason why so 
many have gathered to these mountains.

But the majority of people now are like 
the Jews when they arraigned Jesus—they 
want a miracle. “Then did they spit in his 
face, and buffeted him; and others smote 
him with the palms of their hands, Saying, 
Prophesy unto us, thou Christ, Who is he 
that smote thee?” That is exactly the same 
spirit that prevails now—“If you Latter-day 
Saints have the blessings and gifts you talk 
of, why don’t you rise up in power? Why 
does not God come out of his hiding place 
and preserve you from your enemies?” I can 
testify today that he has done so. From my 
earliest recollections I have been wander-
ing with this people. I have been with them 
when driven before their enemies, with my 
father and his family in their persecutions, 
and I know, as I know that I live, that God 
has stretched out his hand and preserved 
this people when nothing but his provi-
dences could have saved them.

Who are they who smite this people? 
Are they righteous men, men who are 
seeking to benefit the human family? Are 
they men who are turning their whole at-
tention to benefit their fellow men, or 
building up principles of righteousness 
and truth, to sustain the poor, and to gath-
er them from the nations of the earth to a 
land where they can possess those comforts 
and blessings which should surround the 
sons and daughters of our God? No, they
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